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EXT. BEACH - EVENING

A sun sets in the purple sky over a perfect beach with silky 
pink sand and crystal blue water.

The tide flows in and fills the mote of an elaborate sand 
castle, a fortress with tall turrets.

CLARA (O.S.)
Dig deeper, or the water will ruin 
the castle!

ANNA (12) and LULAH (13) quickly plunge their shovels into 
the wet sand and dig deeper into the mote.

Anna is tiny and fragile with raven hair, dark eyes, and long 
beautiful eyelashes.

Lulah is short and stout and appears to be a pre-pubescent 
girl in her most awkward of stages.  She has pale skin with 
freckles and thick glasses.

In their conservative swimming attire, they work to finish 
this amazing sand castle, which now stands at least five feet 
tall. The castle looks suitable for royalty.

CLARA (14) sits in a beach chair under the shade of an 
umbrella.  She is the picture of health and beauty with 
blonde hair, blue eyes, and golden skin.

Clara sips a tropical drink as she shouts orders at her 
sisters, who continue to slave away on the castle.

CLARA
You’ve built it way too close to 
the shore line.  It will be 
destroyed by morning.

LULAH
But this is where you told us to 
build it, Clara.

Anna works quietly, digging the mote deeper and deeper.

LULAH
Besides, it’s not like its meant to 
last forever.  What is a sand 
castle for, other than to be built 
and destroyed?

CLARA
What is anything for?



FATHER (O.S.)
Belles!  It’s time to come in now.

About 100 yards in from the shore line MICHAEL, their father, 
stands in front of a quaint beach house.  He is handsome with 
a tender face and a gentle air.

The beach house is old yet well kept, brightly painted with a 
definite feminine touch

The Belles look toward him.

CLARA
In a minute, Dad.

MICHAEL
Don’t be too long.  Dinner will get 
cold.

Michael walks back inside the beach house.  It is the only 
house, and the only sign of life for miles.  

The Belles are the only moving figures on this rather large 
beach.

Lulah rinses her shovel in the ocean and packs it into a 
beach bag.

CLARA
What are you doing?

LULAH
I’m hungry.

CLARA
Finish the castle first!

Lulah looks at Clara and then at the castle.  She smiles.

Anna, busily digging the moat, looks up at Lulah.  She shakes 
her head. 

Lulah nods.

Anna moves out of the way as Lulah charges toward the castle.  

Lulah jumps and spins and back flops onto the castle.  Mud 
flies in every direction.

Clara screams.  

Lulah laughs.  

Anna can’t help but chuckle a little as...

2.



Clara removes mud from her hair.

CLARA
You idiot!

LULAH
That was fun.

CLARA
How could you do that?

LULAH
You didn’t build it.

CLARA
I wanted to take a picture of it 
for mother.  I can’t believe you 
ruined it!

Lulah climbs off the, now destroyed, castle.  She walks into 
the water and rinses the mud off.

LULAH
We’ll make Mom another one 
tomorrow.

CLARA
We’re leaving tomorrow, stupid!

LULAH
Don’t say that!  We’re not leaving 
any time soon.

CLARA
Lulah...

Lulah stomps out of the water.  She tries not to cry and 
clears the lump from her throat.

LULAH
I wish we could stay here forever.

CLARA
I wish we could’ve spent the summer 
in Hawaii with cute Hawaiian surfer 
boys.

LULAH
We didn’t come to the beach for you 
to meet boys...

Clara looks around at the empty beach.
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CLARA
Obviously.

LULAH
We’re going to be late for dinner.

Lulah runs to the beach house.  

Clara quickly runs after her.

Anna watches as Clara runs past Lulah into the house.

LULAH
Hey!  I was first!

Anna shakes her head and rolls her eyes at her sisters’ 
behavior.  She continues to watch until they enter the house 
and then she slowly picks up the giant, heavy beach bag and 
struggles to carry it through the sand.

INT. BEACH HOUSE DINING ROOM - NIGHT

The dining room is informal and attached to the kitchen.  The 
decor of the room has an ocean theme with shells and browns 
and blues. 

Anna, Lulah, and Michael sit around a small round table.  
They eat quietly.

A door opens and closes (O.S.).  Clara enters the dining 
room.  She dries her eyes as she sits at the table.

LULAH
May I...

CLARA
She’s too tired.

LULAH
Please!

MICHAEL
Go ahead, Lulah.

CLARA
But, Dad...

Lulah rushes out of the room.
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INT. ISABELLE’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

The bedroom is small.  A large bed takes up most of the room.  
Two antique bedside tables sit on each side of the bed.  Each 
covered with family pictures of Michael, Isabelle, Anna, 
Clara, and Lulah.  Against the wall to the foot of the bed is 
an antique vanity.  On the wall next to the vanity mirror 
there is a small window with a view of the beach and the 
ocean.  

Mom (Isabelle), lies in bed, pale and sick.  Her long dark 
hair flows over her shoulders.

Lulah slowly opens the door.

LULAH
You still awake?

Isabelle opens her eyes and smiles at Lulah.

ISABELLE
I heard you destroyed my castle.

Lulah sits next to the bed.

LULAH
I’m sorry.  We’re going to build 
you another one tomorrow.

ISABELLE
Make sure you get some pictures of 
it, before, during, and after, you 
dive on it.

Lulah smiles.

LULAH
I love it here.

ISABELLE
I’ve always loved the ocean.

LULAH
I just like being away from 
everyone and everything.  

ISABELLE
You’re not looking forward to going 
back to school this fall?

Lulah shrugs sadly.
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LULAH
I don’t know.  The boys at school 
are so mean to me.  They call me 
fatty and glasses girl.

ISABELLE
I’m sorry, sweetie.  

LULAH
I just wish we could stay here 
forever.

Isabelle smiles at Lulah.  

Lulah hugs her mother and buries her head in her chest.  

Just below Isabelle’s collar bone, there is a pink birthmark 
in the shape of a heart.  

Lulah touches the heart with her finger.  

Isabelle gently takes Lulah’s hand and moves it away from the 
pink heart.

LULAH
Have you always had that?

Isabelle lifts the sheets to cover the birthmark.

ISABELLE
It’s just a birthmark.  I usually 
cover it up with make-up.

LULAH
It looks like a heart.

ISABELLE
It does a little bit, huh?

Lulah hugs her mother again.

INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT

Michael and Anna wash dishes together.

Lulah walks in and grabs a towel.  She dries and puts away 
the dishes as they wash them.

MICHAEL
Did you have a good talk?

LULAH
I guess.
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MICHAEL
Is she still awake?

Lulah nods.

Michael looks at Anna.

MICHAEL
Go ahead.

Anna hands him the dish and rushes out of the room.

INT. ISABELLE’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

Isabelle looks at the small pink mark on her chest and then 
lies back and closes her eyes.

Anna quietly opens the door and walks into the room. 

She smiles at her mother and then crawls in bed with her and 
puts her arms around her.

Without opening her eyes or saying anything, Isabelle turns 
to Anna and embraces her.

INT. CLARA’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

The room is dark with the exception of the moonlight shining 
in through a large open window.

Clara lies asleep in her elegant bed.  

The faint sound of Michael and Isabelle yelling (O.S.) 
startles Clara.  She opens her eyes and listens.

MICHAEL (O.S.)
It’s the only way!

ISABELLE (O.S.)
You don’t know that!

Silence.  Clara listens more intently.

MICHAEL (O.S.)
(calmly)

We always knew this day would come.

INT. LULAH AND ANNA’S ROOM - NIGHT

Lulah and Anna share a small room with matching twin beds on 
opposite walls.
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There is no television or computer or anything modern in the 
small room.

Against the wall in between the foot end of the beds is an 
old doll house.

Lulah’s chubby legs dangle off the bed with her toe resting 
on the seond floor of the large doll house.  

Lulah snores as she sleeps soundly.  

Anna sits awake and listens.  She shakes as a door slams 
(O.S.).

Lulah stirs, but remains asleep.

FLASHBACK

EXT. PARK - DAY

A YOUNG LULAH, age 8,  plays on the monkey bars.  A chunky 
little Lulah, wearing a flowery dress and thick glasses, 
climbs across the top of the monkey bars.

Two YOUNG BOYS about Lulah’s age sit under the monkey bars, 
playing with trucks.  

One of them looks up and then pokes the other one.

The second boy looks up and laughs.

SECOND LITTLE BOY
I see London.  I see France.  I see 
Lulah’s underpants.

Lulah quickly pulls at her dress and loses her balance.

She tumbles off the monkey bars and onto the rocks below with 
a thud that clearly knocks the wind out of poor Lulah.

Lulah quickly gets up and dusts herself off.

YOUNG LULAH
I meant to do that.  That didn’t 
hurt.

FIRST LITTLE BOY
Yeah, it’s a good thing you landed 
on your fat belly.

The two boys laugh.

Lulah runs toward a cluster of grown-ups in a gazebo area.
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YOUNG LULAH
Mommy!

Lulah pushes her way through several grown ups, but does not 
see her mother anywhere.

She stands alone and cries.

YOUNG LULAH
Mommy!

INT. LULAH AND ANNA’S ROOM - NIGHT

Lulah wakes up.  She wipes tears from her eyes as she sits 
up.

She gets up and walks to the hallway.

INT. HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

Lulah looks at her mother’s bedroom door.

The door is closed but the light shines out from underneath 
it.

LULAH
Mom?

The light suddenly turns off.

Lulah runs back to her bed.

EXT. BEACH HOUSE - NIGHT

The tide washes away the remainder of the sand castle.

A bright star shoots across the sky above the house.

FLASHBACK

EXT. AMUSEMENT PARK - DAY

A carnival worker hands three rings to a YOUNG MICHAEL 
surrounded by his YOUNG WIFE (ISABELLE) and three YOUNG 
DAUGHTERS (BELLES).  We can’t see their faces - only the face 
of the carnival worker.

The young man throws the ring around a bottleneck.  The three 
Belles jump with excitement.
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He rings another bottleneck and then a third.  

Isabelle flings her arms around him in excitement.

CARNEY
Pick your prize either two little 
or one of the biggons.

YOUNG LULAH
Can I pick the prize, Daddy?

YOUNG CLARA
No!  I want to pick!

YOUNG LULAH
Let me, Daddy!

YOUNG CLARA
No me!

Lulah and Clara continue to argue back and forth.

Anna stands a few feet away from them and just stares quietly 
at the big stuffed animals.

YOUNG LULAH
I like the teddy bear.

YOUNG CLARA
You would.  Teddy bears are for 
babies.  I want the frog, cause one 
day he’ll turn into a prince.

YOUNG MICHAEL
I’ll take the teddy bear please.

The carnival worker hands him the teddy bear and then walks 
away to call for other customers.

YOUNG LULAH
Yay!

YOUNG MICHAEL
But it’s not for you, Lulah.  It’s 
for Mom.

YOUNG ISABELLE
Awe, thank you sweetheart.

She kisses him.

YOUNG LULAH
I knew that.  Mom likes Teddy Bears 
too.  Don’t ya, Mom?
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YOUNG ISABELLE
My frog already turned into a 
prince.

Isabelle holds the teddy bear in one arm with her other arm 
wrapped around Michael.

They walk away from the carnival game.

Lulah follows them excited.

Clara sulks along behind them.

Anna stays there smiling at the stuffed animals.

A MAN suddenly blocks her view.  He is old and scraggly with 
a spooky look to his face.

SPOOKY OLD MAN
Hey little girl.  What’s your name?  
Are you lost?

Anna looks around her, to her left and then right.  

She panics when she doesn’t see her parents or sisters 
anymore.

SPOOKY OLD MAN
Hey!  I said are you lost?  Can’t 
you speak?

Anna looks around, terrified.

END OF FLASHBACK

INT. LULAH AND ANNA’S ROOM - DAWN

Anna lies asleep on a hard wooden surface.  She tosses and 
turns.

ANNA
Mommy?  Mom...

Anna suddenly opens her eyes.  

She looks up at her bed.  It is straight above her on the 
ceiling.  Anna looks around curiously.  A small palm shaped 
ceiling fan sets on the floor next to her.  

LULAH (O.S.)
Anna!
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The room rotates.  Lulah lies in her bed, staring up at Anna, 
on the ceiling.  

Anna screams and then falls.  She crashes onto her bed.

Lulah sits up.

LULAH
How did you do that?

Anna closes her eyes and pretends to be asleep.

LULAH
Anna?  Anna.

CLARA (O.S.)
(screams)

Where is she?  

Lulah jumps up and runs out of the room.  Anna follows.

INT. ISABELLE’S BEDROOM - MORNING

Michael stands next to an empty bed.  He holds Clara still, 
at  her shoulders.

CLARA
Tell me where she is!

Michael shakes his head.  

Lulah and Anna rush into the room.  Lulah sees the empty bed.

LULAH
No!

Anna looks at her father.  She is upset but calm, and somehow 
not surprised.

MICHAEL
Girls, we need to pack up our 
things and leave the beach house as 
soon as possible.

CLARA
Why?

LULAH
Where’s Mom?

Michael grabs a suitcase from the closet.  He throws some 
clothes into it.
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Clara grabs the suitcase and pulls it away from him.

CLARA
Why won’t you tell us?

Michael just looks at her, sadly.

A loud bang (O.S.) sends the front door of the beach house 
flying toward the bedroom.

Clara and Lulah scream, as LARGE DARK FACELESS FIGURES, push 
their way into the room.  

There are seven of them, each carrying a large club-like 
weapon.

MICHAEL
No!

One of the giant creatures hits Michael with his weapon.   
Michael falls to the ground.

Lulah rushes to him, but is pulled back by the giant arms of 
one of the figures.  He lifts her over his shoulders.

EXT. BEACH - DAY

Three of the giants carry Lulah, Anna, and Clara out of the 
beach house.  

The seven large figures walk in a straight line toward a 
strange looking ship, washed onto the shore.

INT. HOUSE - DAY

Michael wakes up and slowly manages to bring himself to his 
feet.  He walks to the open doorway.

EXT. BEACH - DAY

The giant creatures and the three girls sit in the strange 
ship.  The ship floats slowly away from the shore.

Michael sees the ship.

MICHAEL
No!

He runs to the shoreline.  As he reaches the edge of the 
water, the ship vanishes into thin air.
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Michael collapses into the wet side as the tide rolls out.

EXT. BLACK SPACE - NIGHT (DARKNESS)

The ship flies through the black void.

Clara looks down at the vast nothingness and screams.

Lulah braces herself as she looks around.

LULAH
Daddy!  Where did he go?

ANNA
(cooly)

He didn’t go anywhere.  We did.

CLARA
Thank you Captain Obvious!

LULAH
Where are we, Anna?

CLARA
We’re dead.  We must’ve all died.

LULAH
Anna and I would be on a different 
boat.

ANNA
We’re not dead.  We’re okay.

CLARA
Yeah, Anna.  We’re perfectly fine, 
and these are our giant, scary, 
disgusting babysitters - nothing to 
worry about.

One of the giant creatures grunts.

LULAH
I think they can understand you.

ANNA
They can.

CLARA
Why are you acting like you know 
everything?

LULAH
She does.  
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Clara smirks.  Lulah looks her sister in the eyes, intensely 
serious.

LULAH
She was floating on the ceiling 
this morning.

CLARA
As if...

LULAH
Clara, look around you.  How can 
you dare find anything 
unbelievable.

Clara looks past Lulah into the distance.  She stands in 
amazement.

CLARA
Wow.

Lulah and Anna turn to look at the...

EXT. FLOATING KINGDOM - DAY

A giant castle, that looks exactly like the sand castle the 
Belles had built (minus the sand and mote), is the center 
piece of a large floating kingdom. The castle walls, which 
are now pink stone instead of pink sand, beam brightly 
reflecting the golden sunlight.

The vast kingdom looks like paradise in Spring with giant 
fields of brightly colored flowers, green meadows, lush 
forests filled with tall trees with bright green leaves.

The boat skids through the mist and then comes to rest on 
soft, green grass at the bottom of a hill.

The giant creatures nudge the Belles off of the boat.

As Lulah steps onto the grass, she looks around to find that 
the blackness has been replaced by grass and trees and a 
beautiful blue skyline.  

Anna follows Lulah out of the boat.  They both gaze around in 
awe.

Clara fights as the creatures force her out of the boat.

CLARA
Stop pushing!

One of the creatures pushes Clara out of the boat.
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She falls to the ground and lands in a mud puddle.

CLARA
Ugh!

She jumps to her feet and kicks the giant as hard as she can.  
Her foot leaves a dent in the giant’s stomach.

LULAH
Whoa.

The creature then crumples to the ground.

The other creatures follow, and fall to the ground - 
lifeless.

LULAH
I think you killed them.

CLARA
Why didn’t I do that hours ago?

There is a loud sound of air depressurizing (O.S.).

ANNA
Look.

The head and body of the giant creature splits down the 
middle and opens to reveal machinery with a A LITTLE GIRL, 
JEZZY, seated in a cockpit.  

She is strapped to a small chair with air hoses and cables 
connected to her hands and face.  She pulls out the hoses and 
gasps for air as the machine opens.  

She glares at Clara and speaks in a high squeaky voice.

JEZZY
You damaged my air tank!  You 
could’ve killed me!

CLARA
Serves you right.

The little girl, JEZZY, suddenly flies out of the machine.

She lands on the ground next to Clara.   

Jezzy is shorter, and appears to be one or two years younger 
than the three Belles.  Her cheeks are rosy and freckled.  
She has a pale pink heart on her shoulder - like a birthmark 
or a very subtle tattoo. 
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She looks up at Clara, smiles, and then kicks her in the 
shin.

CLARA
Ouch!

JEZZY
Serves you right.

LULAH
Who are you?

JEZZY
My name is Jezzy.

LULAH
Where are we?  Why did you bring us 
here?

JEZZY
Your mother sent for you.

CLARA
Our mother’s dead.

JEZZY
Don’t be silly.  Belles don’t die.
She sent me for you.  I’m to take 
you to her.

LULAH
But what about our Dad?

JEZZY
What about him?

LULAH
Didn’t she send for him too?

JEZZY
Oh no.  He’s not allowed here.

LULAH
Not allowed?

JEZZY
Do you want to see her or not?  
Follow me.

Jezzy flies into the air.

Lulah, Clara, and Anna look up at her and then look at each 
other.
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JEZZY
Come on!  Let’s get a move on.

LULAH
We can’t fly.

JEZZY
Sure you can. Everyone can fly 
here.

LULAH
No we...

Anna flies into the air.

LULAH
How did you do that?

Anna shrugs her shoulders.  She flies in circles around her 
sisters.

Clara jumps up and down, flapping her arms.

Lulah laughs at her.

CLARA
What are you laughing at?  You’ll 
never be able to do it.  You’re too 
fat to fly.

Lulah fumes with anger.

LULAH
Well, you’re too mean.

Lulah lunges at Clara.  They claw at each other, and pull 
hair as they unknowingly float into the air.

Lulah pushes Clara.  She flips back head over feet through 
the air.

Lulah looks down and screams.

LULAH
We did it.

Clara flies in a circle.

CLARA
I’m flying.  We’re flying.

They float together and hug each other excitedly.

Clara and Lulah smile at each other.  
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Clara then looks at Jezzy and Anna.  She stops smiling, 
clears her throat, straightens out her hair and clothes.

LULAH
Isn’t this the coolest thing in the 
world?

CLARA
For you maybe.

Clara flies to Jezzy.

CLARA
Take us to our mother!  Are we 
going or not?

Lulah and Anna roll their eyes at Clara.

She ignores them.

CLARA
Let’s go fast.

JEZZY
Whatever you say.

Jezzy takes off at full speed.  The Belles struggle to keep 
up.

They fly at top speed over the tall trees of the forest, 
towards the giant castle.

Lulah pants - out of breath.

LULAH
Can we slow down for a minute?

CLARA
No!  

LULAH
Clara!

CLARA
Push it Dumbo! I want to see 
mother.

Lulah stops in mid-air above a small clearing in the woods.

Lulah drops slowly to the ground near a large swamp.  Lulah 
sits on a large moss covered rock and takes a few deep 
breaths as she tries not to cry.

Anna swoops down and sits next to her.  
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Lulah wipes away a tear.

LULAH
I hate her.

Anna hugs her sister.

Jezzy and Clara hover over their heads.

CLARA
Come on!

LULAH
I’m not going anywhere until you 
apologize.

Clara drops to the ground and paces.

CLARA
You are being ridiculous.

Jezzy hovers around them.

JEZZY
Girls, this isn’t the best place to 
take a break.

CLARA
Don’t you want to see mother?

LULAH
I just need a break.  Why do you 
have to be so mean about it?

CLARA
Because I can.

A DARK GIANT FACELESS CREATURE walks out of the swamp.  It 
stomps toward the Belles.

JEZZY
Girls!

Jezzy flies up higher into the air.

Clara looks at the creature as it approaches her.

CLARA
Oh my gosh, what do you want now?  

The creature grunts at her.
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CLARA
We’re having an A B conversation 
here, so why don’t you just C your 
way out of it.

JEZZY
Clara, don’t make it mad.

CLARA
Why not?

The giant creature steps closer to Clara and grunts again.

JEZZY
Just walk away slowly.

CLARA
What do you want?

JEZZY
It wants to eat you.

CLARA
I’m not afraid of a dumb robot.

Clara kicks the creature in the stomach.

It growls and roars loudly as it swings its club at her.

Clara, Lulah, and Anna scream as they run away.

Jezzy swoops down and picks up the Belles. 

JEZZY
You can fly, remember?

The creature runs after them, swinging its club as they fly 
away.

LULAH
That wasn’t a dumb robot, was it?

JEZZY
No, that was the giant swamp 
monster that I used to design my 
dumb robots.  

LULAH
Smooth Clara.

CLARA
How was I supposed to know?
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JEZZY
Well, now you do.

LULAH
How much farther?

JEZZY
We’re almost there.

LULAH
Are there any other dangerous 
creatures that we should know 
about?

JEZZY
Umm, I don’t think so.

CLARA
What’s that supposed to mean?

The Belles fly over the edge of the woods, getting closer and 
closer to the castle.

The loud sound of music and singing voices rises through the 
air.

Anna points down at a giant courtyard full of little girls.

The courtyard extends about a hundred yards in front of the 
castle.  It is surrounded on both sides by lush green 
hillsides.  To the front of the courtyard is a meadow filled 
with little pink flowers.

The courtyard itself is paved with shiny pink marble.

IN THE COURTYARD...

Thousands of little girls are busy dancing, singing, 
painting, playing games, etc...

ABOVE THE COURTYARD...

Clara looks down curiously as they fly overhead.

CLARA
Where are all the boys?

JEZZY
Boys?  Boys aren’t allowed here.

CLARA
No boys!?  You’ve got to be kidding 
me?  How could anyone live without 
boys?
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LULAH
They look happy.

CLARA
Well not me.  Let’s find mom and 
get out of here.

JEZZY
That’s not going to be possible.

LULAH
Why not?

JEZZY
Your mother stayed gone too long as 
it was.  If she leaves here again; 
she’ll die for sure.

ANNA
But you said Belles don’t die.

JEZZY
Some have come close, but they 
always come home.

INT. BEACH HOUSE DINING ROOM - NIGHT

Michael sits alone at the table.  He looks at a picture of 
Isabelle with the girls and then he looks down at his burned 
“TV dinner” and sobs.

EXT. CASTLE - SUNSET

Jezzy and the Belles fly toward the castle entrance.

Lulah gazes at the beautiful castle.

LULAH
Wow.  It’s our castle.

JEZZY
That’s right.

CLARA
You ready to dive on it and destroy 
it?

LULAH
I don’t see a mote.  You ready to 
start shouting out orders to have 
one built?
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Jezzy turns to Anna.

JEZZY
Do they always fight like this?

Anna nods.

INT. CASTLE ENTRY HALL - NIGHT

Jezzy leads the Belles down a long narrow hallway.  The walls 
of the great hall are covered with pictures of ballerinas in 
various poses.  

When they reach the end of the hallway Jezzy opens a large 
door, much taller and wider than herself, and peaks into the 
room.

INT. CASTLE BEDROOM - NIGHT

The room seems big and somewhat bare with hard wood floors 
and sandy brown walls.  The back wall of the room has two 
full length windows with flowing translucent blue drapes that 
blow in the wind like ocean waves.

Centered between the two windows is a large four post bed 
covered with stuffed animals...giant teddy bears.  Isabelle 
sits on the bed, in the middle of all of these large stuffed 
creatures, sobbing and crying.

She looks up suddenly as Jezzy enters the room.

JEZZY
Isabelle, I’ve brought something to 
cheer you up.

Jezzy pulls the large door open.   Clara, Anna, and Lulah run 
into the room.

LULAH
Mother!

They jump onto the bed and hug her.

CLARA
Mother, we thought you were dead.

ISABELLE
My belles!  How did you get here?

ANNA
What is this place, mother?
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Isabelle rubs Anna’s face.

JEZZY
Mother asked me to bring them to 
you.  I thought you would be 
pleased.

CLARA
Aren’t you happy to see us?

LIZA (O.C.)
Yes, aren’t you happy to see them?

Isabelle looks down at the LITTLE GIRL standing in the 
doorway. 

LIZA appears to be about eight years old.  She wears a 
babydoll dress complete with tights and patent leather shoes.  
She has a pink bow in her curly blonde hair, and on her neck 
is the pale PINK HEART - just like Jezzy’s.

LIZA
My beautiful grand babies.  I’m so 
glad you’re here.

ISABELLE
Clara, Anna, and Lulah, this is 
your grand mother, Liza.

The three Belles stare at the little girl in disbelief.

CLARA
Clearly, you were adopted.

JEZZY
And, I’m your aunt by the way.

Jezzy smiles at the Belles, waiting for some type of 
reaction, but the Belles are in shock.

ISABELLE
Perhaps I could have a few minutes 
alone with the girls to explain 
some things.

LIZA
Sure.  Come on Jezabelle.

Jezzy runs to Liza and they walk out of the room.  The door 
slowly closes.

Anna climbs into her mother’s arms.
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LULAH
Mother, what is this place?

ISABELLE
This is my home, the kingdom of the 
belles.

LULAH
This is where you grew up?  I 
thought your parents were dead.

ISABELLE
Well, technically, I’m sure they 
are.  I never really knew them. 
Liza took in Jezzy and I when we 
were very young.

LULAH
What do you mean, took in?

Isabelle shrugs.

ISABELLE
I was just a baby.  I grew up here, 
well kind of.  I was eleven when I 
left, but I had really lived here 
for much much longer.

LULAH
How long?

ISABELLE
I don’t know.  It’s a long story 
and difficult to explain.

CLARA
You lied to us about a lot of 
stuff; didn’t you, Mother?!

ISABELLE
I’m sorry, but your father and I 
had agreed not to talk about it.

CLARA
Dad knows about this place?

ISABELLE
Yes.

LULAH
Has he been here?

CLARA
Boys aren’t allowed, remember?
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LULAH
Oh yeah.

ISABELLE
I know this is a lot to take in.  I 
love you all so much and I’m so 
sorry I left you, but...

ANNA
I’m just glad you’re alive.  

ISABELLE
I can’t believe you’re here.

Isabelle suddenly bounces with child-like excitement.

ISABELLE
You want to see the rest of the 
castle?

LULAH
Sure.

ISABELLE
There’s a heated pool on the ground 
floor.  And Clara, you’re going to 
just die when you see Liza’s 
closet.  Come on!

Isabelle jumps out of the bed and walks toward the door.  

She stops and turns back realizing the Belles aren’t 
following.

Anna, Lulah, and Clara sit and stare quite surprised at 
seeing their mother up and about.

LULAH
You’re completely healthy?

ISABELLE
I feel terrific, especially now 
that you’re here.  I want to show 
you everything, and I’ll explain 
things in time.

Isabelle smiles at them with youthful joy and innocence.

Lulah and Anna return the joyful sentiment and jump down from 
the bed to walk with their mother.

Clara smirks doubtfully.
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ISABELLE
Come on.

Clara climbs down reluctantly.

The Belles follow Isabelle out of the room.

INT. CASTLE HALL - NIGHT

Isabelle leads the Belles down the long hallway.  

Liza enters from another room.

LIZA
Isabelle, where are you going?

ISABELLE
I’m going to show the girls your 
closet.

LIZA
Oh.  You’ll love it.  I have 
hundreds of dresses and thousands 
of pairs of shoes.  You can borrow 
anything you’d like.  Come on, it’s 
through here.

Liza now leads them as they enter her bedroom.

INT. LIZA’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

Liza’s room is bathed in pink.  She has shelves of small 
collectable dolls.  

There is also a small table with a fancy tea set.

LIZA
Would you like some tea?

LULAH
Sure.  I guess.

Liza hands Lulah a small tea cup.

Lulah sips.  She chokes a little bit because of the 
unexpected taste.

ANNA
Are you okay?

LULAH
It’s not tea.  It’s chocolate milk.
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LIZA
Well who would ever want to drink 
real tea silly.

ISABELLE
It’s actually pretty good.  Michael 
and the girls and I would drink tea 
together sometimes on quiet 
Saturday afternoons.

Isabelle pauses a moment to relive those afternoons.

Liza interrupts before the Belles can join this moment of 
reminiscing.

LIZA
And this is my closet!

Liza pushes open the large closet door to reveal a closet 
twice the size of your average living room.  There are 
shelves and shelves of shoes. Above the shoe shelves are 
dresses, each hung from a beam which is about four feet from 
the ground - making it easier for Liza to reach.

There is an entire section of pink dresses - at least thirty 
of them.

Liza and Isabelle walk into the closet between rows and rows 
of dresses.  The Belles slowly follow.

Liza pulls a pink dress off the hanger.

LIZA
This one would look beautiful on 
you, Anna.

Liza hands the dress to Anna.

Anna smiles and receives it gracefully.

LULAH
Anna doesn’t wear pink.

LIZA
Oh.

Anna shyly hands the dress back.

Liza grabs it and hangs it up.

LULAH
We don’t really wear dresses all 
that much.  But these are 
beautiful...if we did.
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CLARA
And if we were five...

Isabelle nudges Clara to hush.

Liza smiles.

Clara poses an obvious fake smile.

LIZA
Jezzy knows how to sew.  She can 
make you anything you’d like.

LULAH
Oh.  

There is an awkward silence.

LIZA
Would you like to see my doll 
collection?  It’s in my throne 
room?

More awkward silence as the Belles know better than to say 
no, but aren’t sure what to say.

CLARA
It’s getting kind of late.  

LULAH
Yeah, we’ve been flying all day and 
I’m very tired.

Lulah fakes a yawn.

Liza suddenly jumps and claps her hands together with 
delight.

LIZA
I know.  Let’s have a slumber 
party.  We can make popcorn balls, 
and Isabelle, I can braid your 
hair...

ISABELLE
That sounds wonderful, but not 
tonight.  I think it would be a bit 
too much for tonight.  But we 
should definitely do it some other 
day.
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LIZA
You’re right.  It needs to be a day 
when no one’s sleepy so we can stay 
up all night.

Liza looks at the Belles smiling with excitement.

The Belles smile back awkwardly, still unsure what to think 
of Liza.

LULAH
Sounds fun.

ISABELLE
Come on girls.  Let’s get some 
sleep.  I’ll show you the whole 
kingdom tomorrow.  

Isabelle leads the Belles out.

Liza looks through her dresses.  She holds up a pink dress in 
front of her petite figure.  

She does a little twirl and admires the dress.

LIZA
...doesn’t wear pink...hmm...gold 
maybe?

MUSICAL MONTAGE

We see several shots of Isabelle and the Belles having fun 
throughout the KINGDOM.

EXT. A SMALL FARM

There are no pins.  The animals run free.  There is a cute 
little barn with a pink roof and pink barn doors.

Just outside the barn, Lulah pets a little lamb.

Anna sits on the grass surrounded by bunnies.

Isabelle and Clara pet a pony.

EXT. A PARK

There are four giant swings, one for each of them.

They all swing together.  

Isabelle swings higher and higher.
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All smiles and bliss.

EXT. A GIANT MEADOW OF FLOWERS

Isabelle picks a flower and places it in Lulah’s hair.

Clara stands behind them watching, with a concerned somewhat 
sad look on her face.

INT. A SELF SERVE CANDY SHOP

Isabelle and Anna make giant rainbow colored pixie sticks.

INT. THE GIANT INDOOR POOL AT THE CASTLE

Lulah slides down the water slide and lands in the water 
splashing Clara in the face.

END OF MONTAGE

EXT. CASTLE - DAY

TEN LITTLE BALLERINAS dance in the castle courtyard.

A large crowd of girls sits scattered on the grassy hillside 
and watches the choreographed dance.

Lulah, Clara, Anna, and Isabelle make their way to the front 
of the crowd.

Lulah’s face lights up with excitement to now have a better 
view of the dancers.

Isabelle finds a small clearing and puts a blanket on the 
ground.  

The four of them sit on the blanket and have a picnic while 
they watch the beautiful ballerinas dance. The picnic meal 
consists of muffins, cakes, and berries.

LULAH
This place is amazing.  Why would 
you ever have left here, Mother?

CLARA
Do you wish you were still young 
and beautiful?

LULAH
You are still beautiful...

CLARA
I didn’t mean it that way, Lulah!
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Lulah ignores her and remains attentive to her mother.

LULAH
Do you regret leaving?

ISABELLE
Never.

The ballerinas are now joined by flying acrobats and ribbon 
twirlers.  

LULAH
Everyone seems so happy here.

ISABELLE
Yep, most everyone is.

ANNA
I wish Dad could be here.

Isabelle nods sadly.  She then turns her face to the 
performers, but becomes lost in her own thoughts and sorrows.

INT. CASTLE BEDROOM - NIGHT

Liza enters wearing a fancy ball gown.

Isabelle and the Belles all sit together on Isabelle’s large 
bed.

LIZA
It’s almost time for the slumber 
party!  It’ll just take me a few 
minutes to get changed.

ISABELLE
Take your time.

Liza exits.

CLARA
Do we really have to do this?

LULAH
Liza seems nice and all, but I 
really don’t want her to touch my 
hair.

ISABELLE
You have to leave.  Now.

LULAH
What?
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ISABELLE
You can’t stay here.  It’s not 
right.

CLARA
Of course we can’t stay forever, 
but we can...

ISABELLE
No.  You must go and never come 
back.

ANNA
Will you come see us?

ISABELLE
No, I can’t.

Clara suddenly becomes very angry.

CLARA
You didn’t send for us, did you?  
You never wanted us to find you!  
You never wanted us to know you 
were alive!

LULAH
Please don’t make us leave, Mother.

ISABELLE
As much as I love you, and want you 
to stay, you can’t.  You must leave 
now, and find your way home to your 
father.

LULAH
Why?

ISABELLE
Please just trust me.

CLARA
More secrets and lies...

ISABELLE
I don’t have time to explain.  You 
must leave before your grandmother 
returns.

CLARA
Quit calling her that!  It sounds 
ridiculous.
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ANNA
Is she bad?

ISABELLE
Not intentionally.  She just 
doesn’t understand.

LULAH
Understand what?

ISABELLE
How much I love your father.

Isabelle hugs each of her Belles.

ISABELLE
Now go!  Find your way back to the 
world, and to your father.  

Isabelle opens a large window.  She rips down the drape and 
hangs it over the window ledge.

CLARA
Are you serious?!  I know this 
castle has a perfectly good front 
door; I used it today.

ISABELLE
They’ll stop you.  Jezzy and Liza 
don’t want you to leave.

ANNA
But how can we leave?  How do we...

ISABELLE
Find the pink heart.  You can do 
it.  Trust each other.  Go through 
the woods.  Stay hidden.

LULAH
Mother?

ISABELLE
Go!

Isabelle lifts Anna onto the windowsill.  Anna grabs the 
drape and slides down.  

EXT. CASTLE - NIGHT

Anna lets go of the drape and drops a few feet to the ground.  
Clara follows behind her.  
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They both look up into the window.

Clara suddenly becomes nervous and concerned.

CLARA
She’s not coming?

INT. CASTLE BEDROOM

Lulah hugs her mother, crying.

LULAH
I can’t do it.  I can’t leave you.

ISABELLE
You have to.  Please understand, 
baby.

LULAH
But I don’t.

The handle on the bedroom door turns.

ISABELLE
It’s Liza.  Go!

Lulah jumps through the window and grabs the drape.

The bedroom door opens.  Liza walks slowly into the room, 
wearing a flowing pink night gown and carrying three matching 
gold night gowns.  She looks around, curiously.

LIZA
Look what I brought for you... 
Where are the girls?

ISABELLE
They decided to go for a swim in 
the pool.

LIZA
Now?  Without us?

ISABELLE
I didn’t feel like going.

Liza looks at the torn drape and the open window.

ISABELLE
Um...

36.



EXT. WOODS - NIGHT

The Belles run through the woods.  

Anna leads the way.

CLARA
How do you know where you’re going?

ANNA
I don’t.

Lulah pants, out of breath.

LULAH
Anna...

CLARA
Stop!

Clara stops.  Lulah, relieved, walks to Clara and sits on a 
rock.

Anna stops and looks back at them.

LULAH
Mother said to go.

CLARA
But go where?  For all you know 
we’ve been running in circles.

Anna walks back to them and sits next to Lulah.

CLARA
This is ridiculous.  Do you really 
think we were in danger?

LULAH
Mother said...

CLARA
News-flash Lulah!  Mother is a 
liar!

LULAH
Clara!

CLARA
Maybe she just wanted to get rid of 
us.

LULAH
I don’t believe that.
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ANNA
Stop!  Please... just stop 
fighting.

Lulah and Clara stop, a little surprised.  Anna has never 
yelled at them before.

There is a moment of awkward silence.

LULAH
So what do we do?

CLARA
Anna, fly up above the trees, and 
see where we are.

LULAH
But Mother said...

Clara holds her hand to Lulah’s face.

Lulah looks at Anna and shakes her head.

Anna shrugs her shoulders and then flies up in the air, above 
the tree line.

Lulah shakes her head at Clara.

Anna floats back down.  She points her finger.

ANNA
The beach is that way.

LULAH
Our beach.

ANNA
A beach.

CLARA
Then let’s go.  It’ll be a lot 
faster if we fly.

LULAH
Then you’ll have to leave me here.  
Mother said to stay hidden.  And 
that’s what I’m going to do.

CLARA
Fine!

Clara starts to fly away.
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ANNA
We’ll walk.

Clara, disappointedly drops to the ground.

INT. CASTLE BEDROOM - NIGHT

Jezzy sits on Isabelle’s large bed.

Isabelle rifles through clothes, hanging in the closet.  She 
pulls out several small dresses.

ISABELLE
I’ll need a whole new wardrobe.  
These won’t exactly fit me anymore.  
Would you like any of them? 

JEZZY
Wouldn’t you rather give them to 
your daughters?

Isabelle turns to her sister.

JEZZY
They’ll be back.  They have to be.  
How could you even think about 
leaving them in the world to grow 
up and to grow old, and to be 
raised by a boy!  

ISABELLE
He’s not a boy.  He’s a man, and a 
very good one at that.  They can’t 
stay here.  I could never do that 
to him.

JEZZY
But that’s exactly what you did, by 
coming back here.  And you claim to 
really love him?

ISABELLE
Of course I do.  I was going to 
die.

JEZZY
Isn’t love supposed to be worth 
dying for?

ISABELLE
Obviously not, or this world 
wouldn’t exist.
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JEZZY
You chose to save yourself at the 
risk of your husband and your 
daughters.  What does that say for 
love?

ISABELLE
Will you help them escape?

JEZZY
I don’t know...

ISABELLE
Nevermind.

JEZZY
Fine.  I’ll do it.  

ISABELLE
Really?

JEZZY
Which way did they go?

ISABELLE
Into the forest.

Jezzy flies to the window.

ISABELLE
Thank you.

Liza storms into the room.

LIZA
I don’t see them anywhere.  Where 
are they Izzy?  

JEZZY
She sent them into the forest to 
somehow find their way back to the 
world.

ISABELLE
Jez!

Jezzy smiles at her sister and then at Liza.

JEZZY
I’ll have them back here in no 
time.

Jezzy flies out of the window.
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ISABELLE
No!

She runs to the window.

LIZA
Why would you do that? 

Liza points her finger and pouts out her bottom lip.

LIZA
You should be ashamed of yourself, 
young lady.

ISABELLE
I am.  Trust me.  I am.

EXT. FOREST - NIGHT

Anna leads as Clara and Lulah follow close behind, through 
the dense forest.

LULAH
Maybe we should stop for the night.

CLARA
Are you crazy?  We’re not going to 
stop in the middle of the woods.

LULAH
Are you scared?

CLARA
Of course not.

A frog croaks.  

Clara jumps and screams.  She clutches Lulah’s arm.

LULAH
It’s just a frog.  Maybe you can 
kiss it and turn him into a prince.

CLARA
Ha ha.  

Anna ignores their bickering and focuses on something in 
front of them.

ANNA
There’s a light ahead.
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CLARA
Where?  I don’t see it.

ANNA
It’s just up there.

Anna points.

Lulah and Clara look, but see nothing.

LULAH
Anna, no using magic.

ANNA
I’m not.  I can’t control what my 
eyes see.

The Belles walk on.

EXT. SMALL COTTAGE - NIGHT

The bright lights from inside the humble cottage, shine out 
through two small windows on opposite sides of the front 
door.

The Belles approach the front of the cottage.  

LULAH
It looks like somebody’s home.

CLARA
Yeah, seven little men with pick 
axes.

Lulah walks closer and looks through the window.  Clara pulls 
her back.

CLARA
They’ll see you.

LULAH
Good.  We’re gonna knock on their 
door anyway.

CLARA
No we’re not...

Anna knocks on the front door.

CLARA
Since when are you in charge here, 
Anna?
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Anna shrugs her shoulders.  

Hushed voices and movement can be heard through the closed 
door.

Anna knocks again.  Lulah steps up and bangs on the door.

The door slowly opens.

CAROL (O.S.)
We’re not interested.  Please go 
away.

The door slams shut.

LULAH
Wait!  We need help!

Lulah bangs on the door again.

LULAH
Please.

ANNA
(quietly to the door)  Do you have 
a pink heart?  We need help from a 
pink heart.

CLARA
What in the world are you talking 
about?  

The door opens.

The Belles look at each other.

Anna slowly walks into the cabin.  Her sisters follow her.

INT. SMALL COTTAGE - NIGHT

Three young girls, each around eight years old, sit on the 
floor playing cards.  The girls wear torn boys’ clothing and 
baseball caps.  

ALEX
Blackjack!  Yes!

MICKIE
Awe man.

ALEX belches loudly.  

MICKIE quickly presses her thumb to her forehead.  

43.



Alex follows her example.  

BILLIE is a little slow.

ALEX
Hah! You ate it!

BILLIE
Eat this!

She lifts her leg and farts.

Anna and Lulah laugh.

CLARA
That is disgusting.

CAROL (O.S.)
Girls!  We have company.

Clara, Lulah, and Anna turn back to the doorway of the 
cottage to see CAROL.  

Carol is about the size of a ten year old, but her body has 
the curves of a full grown woman, and her face is plastered 
with make-up.

ALEX
Don’t call us girls!

Alex stands up and spits on the floor.

LULAH
Are you their mother?

BILLIE
She wishes.

MICKIE
We ain’t got no mother.

CLARA
What a shocker.

CAROL
Why are you looking for a pink 
heart?

LULAH
Our mother said that only a pink 
heart could help us.

CAROL
What do you need help with?
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CLARA
Why should we tell you?

LULAH
We’re trying to get home to our 
father.

CAROL
To the world?

ALEX
Oh no. Here we go again.

CAROL
You have to take me with you.  
Please!  I want to go so bad.  
Please!

LULAH
But we don’t know how to get there.

CAROL
Your mother’s right.  You need a 
pink heart.

LULAH
What does a pink heart do?

CAROL
It could take us into the world.

MICKIE
And we could meet real boys.

LULAH
You’ve never met a boy?

BILLIE
Have you?

LULAH
All the time.

BILLIE
What are they like?

ALEX
Do they smell?

MICKIE
Are they dirty?

LULAH
Yes, they’re disgusting.
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ALEX
Awesome.

BILLIE
I got really dirty once.

LULAH
You’re not allowed to get dirty?

ALEX
Queen Liza forbids it.  She even 
brought in the swamp creatures to 
scare us away from the mud.

CLARA
Does Queen Liza control everything?

CAROL
She started this kingdom.

CLARA
That prissy little brat?

CAROL
I don’t know exactly how it all 
came to be, but I’ve heard that she 
ran away from the world...

FLASHBACK SEQUENCE CIRCA 1920’s

INT. BEDROOM - DAY

Shelves full of beautiful porcelain dolls occupy three of the 
room’s four walls.

CAROL
...to get away from boys.

TWO LITTLE BOYS in tattered knickers and sweaty baseball 
caps, sit on the floor reading a diary.

LIZA saunters into the room wearing a fancy dress and an 
oversized cloche hat.  She stops suddenly.

LIZA
That’s my diary!

The boys laugh at her.

LIZA
Give it!
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The boys laugh more. 

Liza reaches for her diary.  

One boy throws it to the other.  

They toss it back and forth, laughing at Liza’s anguish.

A THIRD BOY enters the room (older than the other two).

THIRD BOY
Here.

The other boy throws him the diary.

THIRD BOY
Keep away from Liza.

Liza is crying now, with tears of anguish and despair.

She lunges at the older boy but fails to grab the diary.

THIRD BOY
Catch it!

He tosses it into the air.

The other boys run to catch it and slam into a shelf full of 
dolls.

The shelf breaks.  Dolls crash to the ground and shatter.

Liza slumps to the ground and cries.

The three boys stand over her, laughing.  

Three other boys walk into the room and join in on the 
laughter.

CAROL
Queen Liza had six mean brothers, 
and they tortured her day and 
night.

INT. BEDROOM - MORNING

Liza lies sound asleep covered with her pink bedspread.  A 
small boy’s hand drops a lizard on her face. 

Liza wakes and screams.

Her brother laughs as he runs from the room.
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INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT

Liza cries herself to sleep.

An ocean breeze blows the curtains of her open bedroom 
window.  

Liza suddenly looks up and out the window.

CAROL
One night she decided that she had 
had enough of their torture.  She 
decided she would have to run away.

INT. BEDROOM - MORNING

Liza ties back her bedroom curtains to reveal a sandy beach 
and an ocean skyline.

EXT. SMALL HOUSE - MORNING

Liza’s house is the same beach house as Michael and 
Isabelle’s.

Liza stares longingly out of her bedroom window.

INT. BEDROOM - MORNING

Liza gets up from the window and walks to her vanity. She 
sits and looks into the mirror.  

CAROL (V.O.)
The next morning when she awoke she 
discovered the pink heart 
birthmark.

Liza examines the pink heart in the mirror.

EXT. FLOATING KINGDOM - DAY

Liza looks around at her beautiful, feminine kingdom.

CAROL (V.O.)
It gave her the ability to travel 
between worlds, and she started 
this kingdom.  She called it the 
kingdom of the belles, and no boys 
were allowed.
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INT. CASTLE ENTRY HALL - DAY

Liza sits alone, playing with her dolls.

CAROL (V.O.)
But there was no way for her 
kingdom to grow, so she left and 
went back to the world to invite 
other girls.

EXT. PARK - DAY CIRCA 1930’S

Liza stands and looks around a play area.

Three boys and a girl are playing chase.  

Some other children play on a teeter totter.

A YOUNG JEZZY in a pink duster dress sits on a blanket and 
pours tea for her teddy bear and for her BABY SISTER.

The baby can barely sit on her own, so young Jezzy holds her 
up and helps her sip her imaginary tea.

CAROL (V.O.)
She was very careful about the 
girls she invited.  No tom-boys 
were allowed.

Liza walks past the other children, straight to the picnic 
blanket, to Young Jezzy.

LIZA
Hi, I am Liza.  I have an even 
better tea party set.  Want to see 
it?

YOUNG JEZZY
Sure.  Can I bring my sister?

LIZA
Sure, she’s beautiful.  I’ll call 
her Isabelle, and you can be 
Jezabelle. You’ll love my tea 
parties.

Young Jezzy carries Baby Isabelle, and they follow Liza out 
of the park.
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CAROL (V.O.)
Liza wanted more and more girls.  
She gave some girls pinks hearts 
and allowed them to go to the world 
to invite more girls.  

EXT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - DAY

Three girls (with pink hearts) walk up the steps of the 
school.

The bell rings and several children run out.

A handsome young boy runs down the steps and bumps into one 
of the girls with a pink heart.  

CAROL (V.O.)
Some of them didn’t come back.

The boy helps the little girl up.  She smiles at him and 
blushes.

CAROL (V.O.)
At least, not right away.

INT. CASTLE ENTRY HALL - DAY

Liza enters the castle and slams the door behind her.

A group of women and young girls line up in front of her.

Liza points at one of the girls in line, and a pink heart 
appears on her neck.

CAROL (V.O.)
Over time she allowed older girls 
to go into the world and have 
daughters.  And their daughters 
were sometimes born with pink 
hearts of their own.

INT. HOSPITAL DELIVERY ROOM - DAY

A mother holds a new born baby girl.  A small pink heart 
appears on the back of the baby’s hand.

CAROL (V.O.)
This was both a blessing and a 
curse.  These girls now had the 
power to travel between worlds, but 
they were cursed.  
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If they stayed away too long, time 
would catch up with them, and they 
would grow old and sick.  

INT. BEACH HOUSE ISABELLE’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

Isabelle sits in bed, sick (just as we saw her before she 
left the world behind).  Isabelle closes her eyes and taps 
her pink heart three times.

CAROL (V.O.)
Even if the belles were happy in 
the world and wanted to stay, very 
few of them have ever had the 
courage to risk death.

END FLASHBACK

INT. COTTAGE - NIGHT

Alex, Mickie, and Billie sit on the floor.  Clara, Anna, and 
Lulah are engrossed in Carol’s story.

BILLIE
Some girls who wanted to grow up 
would bribe the pink hearts to take 
them into the world.

LULAH
Why can’t you grow up?

ALEX
We do grow a little, but then one 
day, we’ll just stop.

CAROL
There’s no point in going through 
puberty without boys, so it just 
never happens.  I guess.  

Carol reaches into the top of her dress and pulls out two big 
wads of tissue. 

CAROL
I’ve been searching for a pink 
heart my whole life so that I could 
meet boys and grow big boobs.

Clara laughs.  Anna and Lulah scold her with their looks.
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CLARA
Your whole life and you’ve never 
found one?  Nice little wild goose 
chase mom sent us on!

There is a knock on the door.

Alex, Billie, and Mickie panic.  They pull off their baseball 
caps and throw them into a closet.

Carol peaks through the peak hole.

CAROL
It’s Jezabelle!

Carol quickly grabs the tissue from the floor and hides it 
under a chair. 

LULAH
We’ve got to hide.  She’s here for 
us.

CAROL
In the closet, quick.

They rush into the closet and Carol closes the door behind 
them.

There is another knock at the door.

Carol opens the cottage door.  

Jezzy walks in slowly and suspicious.

JEZZY
What took you so long?

CAROL
We were playing.  I guess we didn’t 
hear the door.

Jezzy walks around the cottage, looking around.

INT. CLOSET 

The three Belles stand in the dark.  Anna watches Jezzy 
through the small opening of the door.

Lulah and Clara stand behind Anna.

As Anna leans to get a better look her hair falls to one side 
and reveals a small pink heart on the back of her neck.
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Lulah looks at the heart and then back at Clara.

CLARA
It’s not real.

ANNA
Shh.

INT. COTTAGE

Jezzy stops and looks around again.

ALEX
What do you want? We don’t want to 
attend any of your little tea 
parties.  

MICKIE
Can’t you just leave us alone!

INT. CLOSET

Clara licks her finger and rubs the heart on Anna’s neck.  
She licks and rubs again.

Lulah grabs her hand and pulls it away.  Clara pushes Lulah 
back and rubs the heart a third time.

ANNA
(whispering)

Stop it!

Anna places her hand on the back of her neck.

The sound of the ocean fills the closet.  

The Belles turn and look as the back of the closet morphs 
into the vast black space they had seen before, with the 
ocean and beach in the distance.

LULAH
Oh my gosh!

Clara walks into the blackness and suddenly finds herself in 
a boat.

CLARA
Get in.

LULAH
What about the others?
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CLARA
Come on!

Lulah and Anna climb into the boat.

The closet door opens.  

Jezzy looks through with Carol close behind her.

JEZZY
No!

CAROL
Wait!  Take me with you!

Carol runs into the closet.  She slams into the back wall 
which had suddenly reformed.

Alex, Billie, and Mickie look into the closet.

ALEX
Where did they go?

Carol slumps to the floor and sobs.

CAROL
They left us.  How could they have 
just left us?

JEZZY
They’ll be back...at least, one of 
them will.

EXT. BEACH - DAY

The waves crash against the shore.

MICHAEL (O.S.)
Belles!

BELLES (O.S.)
Daddy!

MICHAEL (O.S.)
You’re home!  I can’t believe 
you’re home!

EXT. BEACH HOUSE - NIGHT

Michael throws a suitcase into the trunk of an old car.
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MICHAEL
Let’s go!

Anna and Lulah rush out of the house.  Each of them has a 
small suitcase.

MICHAEL
Let’s go.

They throw their bags into the trunk.

MICHAEL
Clara!

Clara drags a huge suitcase through the open door.  

MICHAEL
What is that?

LULAH
Clara, dad said, just the 
necessities.

CLARA
These are my necessities. 

Clara drags the heavy bag to the car.  She attempts to lift 
it into the trunk and falls in with it.

Michael pulls her up and closes the trunk.

CLARA
Can I drive?

Michael shakes his head, “No!”

MICHAEL
Get in the car.

LULAH
Shot gun!

Lulah jumps into the front passenger seat.

CLARA
I don’t think...

Lulah slams the door in Clara’s face.

CLARA
Daddy!

MICHAEL
Get in the back, Clara.
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CLARA
Fine.

Clara sits in the back, next to Anna, and closes the car 
door.

EXT. DRIVE-WAY - NIGHT

The car slowly backs out.

LULAH (O.S.)
Where are we going?

MICHAEL
I don’t know.  Anywhere, but here.

INT.  CASTLE - NIGHT

Jezzy forcefully escorts Carol, Alex, Mickie, and Billie into 
Liza’s throne room.

INT. THRONE ROOM 

The throne room is bathed in gold with porcelain dolls 
covering shelves on every wall.

Liza sits in her pink throne in the center of the room.

LIZA
Jezzy!  Are you blind?  That’s not 
them.

JEZZY
I’m not stupid, mother.  These 
girls helped them to escape.

LIZA
Which one of you has a pink heart?

ALEX
Yeah right!  You think we’d still 
be here!?

LIZA
Then how?  One of the girls?  Which 
one?

ALEX
How should we know?
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JEZZY
They claim that they had no idea.

Liza grabs Carol by the hair.

LIZA
Tell me which one or I’ll cut off 
all of her hair.

CAROL
We don’t know.

Jezzy brings Liza a pair of scissors.

BILLIE
Let her go.

Alex takes off her shoe.

ALEX
Or else.

She holds up the shoe like a weapon.

LIZA
Or else what?  You’re going to hit 
me with your shoe?

ALEX
Not you.

Alex throws her shoe at a doll.  

The doll falls from the shelf and shatters.

ALEX
Yes!  Two points!

LIZA
No!  My doll!

Billie and Mickie take off their shoes.

More dolls smash to pieces.

Liza screams hysterically and runs to the dolls.

Mickie, Alex, Billie, and Carol laugh.

LIZA
Get them out of here!  Lock them 
away somewhere and throw away the 
key!
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CAROL
No!

LIZA
Take her too.

Jezzy herds them out of the room.

Liza cries over her broken dolls.

EXT.  DESERT HIGHWAY - SUNRISE

Michael’s car speeds past a sign that reads, “Welcome to New 
Mexico.”

INT. CAR

Michael yawns.  

Lulah works to keep her eyes open.

MICHAEL
You can sleep.

LULAH
You need someone to help you stay 
awake.

MICHAEL
I’ll be fine.

Michael looks into the back seat.

Clara and Anna are asleep.  Anna has her feet in Clara’s 
face.

Lulah looks at Anna, strangely.

Anna’s sleek dark hair now has a thick streak of grayish 
white hair.

Lulah reaches back and touches Anna’s hair.   

Anna pops up, startled.

As she jumps her foot kicks Clara in the face.

CLARA
Ouch!

LULAH
Anna, your hair!
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Anna pulls the white hair in front of her face.

EXT. HIGHWAY - MORNING

The car pulls into a diner parking lot.

INT. CAR

Michael puts the gear in park.  He turns back and studies 
Anna’s hair.

MICHAEL
Did you use magic to get home?

LULAH
When we were in the woods, Clara 
made Anna fly up to look around.

CLARA
It’s not like we hadn’t been flying 
all day. (Sudden panic) Oh my gosh!  
My hair’s not gray is it?  

Clara inspects her hair.

CLARA
I would die.

MICHAEL
Your hair is fine. I don’t think 
it’s the flying.  I think it’s from 
bringing you home.  You have the 
birthmark, don’t you Anna?

Anna nods.

MICHAEL
It’ll be okay.

Silence.

Michael looks at each of the Belles, and then it suddenly 
sinks in...

MICHAEL
You saw your mother?

Anna nods.

MICHAEL
She’s returned to full health?
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LULAH
She seemed fine, but she was sad.

CLARA
Who cares if she was sad!

LULAH
Is Anna going to get sick?

MICHAEL
I don’t think so.

ANNA
I’ll be okay.

MICHAEL
Let’s eat.

LULAH
Yes, I’m starving.

CLARA
What else is new?

LULAH
No seriously, I’m starving to 
death.  My clothes are even loose.

Lulah pulls on her clothes to show how loose they are around 
her mid-section.

Clara rolls her eyes at Lulah and then looks down at her 
pants, which hang over her shoes on the floor of the car.

CLARA
Hmm...

ANNA
What?

CLARA
Nothing.

INT. DINER - MORNING

Clara sits in a booth by herself.

Anna and Lulah sit together in the opposite booth.

JEFF, a cute young waiter about 14 years old, approaches the 
table.

Clara admires him.  She gives him her best flirtatious smile.
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CLARA
It’s good to be back in the real 
world.

Jeff stops in front of their table.  He smiles at Anna.

JEFF
Cool hair.

ANNA
Thanks.

JEFF
Are you ready to order?

LULAH
I’ll have the all-you can-eat 
pancake breakfast.

CLARA
Warn the cooks.

Clara laughs at her own joke.

Lulah gets up and runs from the table.

Michael exits the men’s room as Lulah runs into the ladies’ 
room.

Michael walks around Jeff and sits next to Clara.

MICHAEL
Did you order?

ANNA
I’ll have the same.

JEFF
For you, I really will have to warn 
the cooks, won’t I?

Anna and Jeff smile at each other.

CLARA
I’ll have a salad.

JEFF
We’re only serving breakfast now.

CLARA
The fruit salad.

JEFF
Oh right.
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MICHAEL
I’d like the steak and eggs, and a 
coffee... black.

Jeff walks away.

MICHAEL
So what do you think?  Do we keep 
moving or stop here?

CLARA
I think we should keep on going, 
all the way to LA or Las Vegas.

MICHAEL
Well, we wouldn’t be stopping.

CLARA
Daddy, you’re not really going to 
make us live in some hick town are 
you?

MICHAEL
Single Dad, with three teenage 
daughters, a small town, where 
everybody knows everybody’s 
business, sounds perfect to me.

Anna shrugs her shoulders.

Clara rolls her eyes and smirks at her father.

CLARA
Doesn’t sound too perfect to me.

MICHAEL
Well, we need to get settled 
somewhere quick.  School starts 
soon.

ANNA
I’m gonna go check on Lulah.

Anna gets up and walks away, to the bathroom.

MICHAEL
Did you say something to upset your 
sisters?

CLARA
Me?

Clara shrugs her shoulders innocently.
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Lulah and Anna walk out of the bathroom.  

Lulah walks ahead to the table.

Jeff stops Anna on her way to the table.

JEFF
Is your sister okay?

Anna nods and smiles.

Jeff smiles at Anna, as he watches her walk away.

EXT. CAR (PARKING LOT) - DAY

Clara quickly jumps into the front passenger seat.

Michael opens the rear car-door for his daughters.  

Lulah climbs in and slides over.

MICHAEL
So what do you think?  Could this 
be our new home?

Anna stops in the open car-door.  She looks back at the diner 
and smiles.

ANNA
Yep.

MICHAEL
Yep?

Anna shrugs her shoulders and then gets into the car.

Michael closes her door.  

INT. DINER - DAY

Jeff looks out the window as he cleans the table tops.  

Michael’s car slowly drives away.

INT. CASTLE DUNGEON

Alex, Mickie, Billie, and Carol sit in a small cell.  It 
looks like an old jail cell with iron bars, three stone walls 
and no windows.
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Alex walks to the bars of the cell and tries to squeeze 
through.  She is able to fit one leg thru but her hips get 
stuck.

CAROL
You’re going to get stuck.

ALEX
I think I already am.

Alex tries to move but can’t.

ALEX
Great.

Carol grabs Alex’s arm and pulls her.

ALEX
Stop it.  Push, don’t pull.

CAROL
You’ll break your hips.

ALEX
Just push.

Billie and Mickie push Alex, but her body doesn’t move.  

Alex winces in pain.

Isabelle enters the dungeon carrying a tray of food - 
muffins, strawberries, and cookies.

ISABELLE
Stop it!  You won’t fit.  Your head 
won’t even fit for goodness sakes.

Alex pushes her head to the bars and it does not fit thru.

ALEX
Oh.

Carol pulls Alex back out.  Alex falls to the ground.

ALEX
Ouch.

Carol lifts Alex’s shirt to examine her hip.  It is black and 
blue.

Alex pulls her shirt down.

ALEX
I’m okay.  Those stupid girls!
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CAROL
It’s not their fault.  

Isabelle hands them food through the bars.

Billie, Mickie, and Alex eat quickly and sloppily with their 
hands.

ISABELLE
What girls?

CAROL
The queen’s grand-daughters.

ISABELLE
You’ve seen them?  Are they okay?

ALEX
They’re doing a heck of a lot 
better than us.

Carol looks at Isabelle, examining her.

CAROL
Isabelle?

ISABELLE
Yes.

CAROL
I can barely recognize you.  Wow, 
you got old!

Isabelle laughs.

CAROL
It’s me, Carol.  Do you remember 
me?

ISABELLE
Yes, Carol.  I remember.  We used 
to play together when we were 
young...

Carol smirks.

ISABELLE
...when I was young.

CAROL
Those were your daughters?

ISABELLE
Where are they?
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ALEX
They left the kingdom.  

CAROL
I guess one of them had a pink 
heart.

ISABELLE
Anna.

INT. JUNIOR-HIGH SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

The halls are lined with lockers.  A few students stand 
around talking.  

Lulah walks down the hall by herself.

THREE BOYS stop in front of her.

BOY 1
Hey new girl!  How’s it going?

LULAH
Fine.

Lulah has no choice but to stop and talk to them.

BOY 2
So did you hear there’s a school 
dance next week?

LULAH
Really?

BOY 2
Yeah, you want to go?

LULAH
I’d love to.

BOY 2
Great, good luck finding a date,
fatty.

The three boys laugh as they walk away.

Lulah stands at her locker, trying not to cry.

Anna (who has covered her gray streak with dark red) walks to 
her.

ANNA
Lulah?  Are you okay?
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LULAH
Why didn’t we just stay with mom?  
I wish we would’ve just stayed.

Lulah slams her locker and walks away.

Anna somberly walks to her locker nearby.

Anna reads her locker combination, written on a small piece 
of paper.

ANNA
12-7-19

She turns the lock.  She attempts to open the locker, but it 
will not open.

A loud bell rings.

Students scatter.

Anna attempts to open the locker again - no good.

Jeff watches her from his locker a few feet away.

Anna sighs in frustration.  

JEFF
You need help?

Anna hands him the combination.

He turns the lock and unlocks the locker.

ANNA
Thanks.

JEFF
Can I carry your books?

ANNA
Sure.

She hands him the books from her locker.  As he reaches for 
the books he softly touches her hands.

He looks up at her and smiles.

She smiles back at him.  Suddenly several strands of Anna’s 
hair turn from black to grayish white.

Jeff drops the books.
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JEFF
Woah! What did you just do?

ANNA
What?

Anna stands there confused.

Clara walks out into the hallway.

CLARA
Anna?

She takes Anna’s hand.

CLARA
Come on.

Clara pulls her out of the hallway, outside of the school.

EXT. SMALL HOUSE - EVENING

The house is small and old. It does not look well cared for.  
The front yard has weeds.  The paint is peeling.

MICHAEL (O.S.)
I don’t understand.

INT. BEDROOM - EVENING

Three twin beds take up most of the room.  It looks more like 
an old dormitory than a bedroom.

Anna sits on an old wooden chest, wrapped in a towel.  She 
holds up a small mirror to watch as Lulah colors her hair.

Lulah wears plastic gloves and squeezes black dye onto Anna’s 
head.

Michael paces in and out of the room.

MICHAEL
Your mother didn’t start having 
these problems for over twenty
years.

Clara storms into the room.
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CLARA
This is a nightmare!  Our first day 
of school and we’re already the 
freak family!  We’re not staying 
here!

LULAH
You want to move again?

CLARA
Yes!

ANNA
What if the same thing happens 
wherever we go?

LULAH
Maybe if we went back, Mother could 
help Anna.

CLARA
No.  We’re not going back.  Ever!

Clara storms out of the room.

LULAH
I think we should.  Maybe that’s 
why this happened, because we need 
to go back.

MICHAEL
Do you feel tired or weak?

ANNA
No.

MICHAEL
Then you don’t need to go back.  
This might just be a reaction from 
all that you’ve been through.  It 
might not ever happen again.

Anna looks at her father’s reflection in the mirror.  He 
kneels down next to her and looks her in the eyes. 

MICHAEL
You don’t need to go back.

ANNA
Okay, Dad.

Michael smiles at Anna.  She slowly gives a little smile 
back.
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Michael walks out of the room.

Anna turns and looks at Lulah.

LULAH
Do you really think Mom could help 
you?

Anna shrugs.

ANNA
But we’re going back anyway.

Clara walks back into the room.

CLARA
Going where?

Her sisters don’t answer.

CLARA
To Shirley Temple land?  You’ve got 
to be kidding.

ANNA
I think they need our help.

CLARA
Of course they do.  They’re stuck 
in a land without boys, and they 
can’t even grow curves.

Clara admires her curves in the mirror.

ANNA
So you’ll come too?

LULAH
What do we need her for?

ANNA
I don’t know.  I just think that we 
should all go together.

CLARA
Since when did you think anything 
or decide anything...

ANNA
Since now.

LULAH
Oooh. I guess she answered you.

70.



Clara shakes off Lulah’s immaturity with a sophisticated toss 
of her hair.

CLARA
Fine.  I’m going with you.

EXT. SMALL HOUSE - NIGHT

The house is dark except for a small lamp shining through a 
window.

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT

Michael sits alone in bed, reading.  His eyes droop and 
eventually close.

He sets his book on the table and turns off the lamp.

EXT. SMALL HOUSE - NIGHT

Clara slowly crawls out of an open window on the side of the 
house.  She drops to the ground below.

Lulah slowly crawls out after Clara.  Lulah hangs on her 
belly in the middle of the open window, feeling for the 
ground with her feet.

CLARA
Just jump already.

Clara pulls Lulah out of the window, but then loses her 
balance and tumbles backwards into the yard.

Clara falls hard on her bottom and Lulah tumbles down on top 
of her.

CLARA
Ouch!  Get off...

Lulah puts her hand over Clara’s mouth.

LULAH
Shh!

Anna slowly climbs out.

She quietly closes the window.
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EXT. FRONT YARD - CONTINUOUS

The three Belles creep around the house into the front yard.

LULAH
Are you sure we have enough money 
for a bus ticket?

Anna shrugs her shoulders.

CLARA
Oh great, Anna.  Real smart.  You 
could’ve at least looked it up 
online.

As the Belles reach the front steps of the house, MICHAEL 
sits on the top step.

MICHAEL
You don’t need money for a bus.

The Belles stop and scream, startled by his presence and the 
sound of his voice.

MICHAEL
I’ll drive you.

LULAH
You will?

MICHAEL
If you have to go, I’ll drive you.

INT. CAR - NIGHT

Anna and Lulah sleep in the backseat.  

Clara sleeps in the passenger seat.

Michael yawns and then turns up the radio as he drives.

An old fun song such as “Obla Di Obla Da” plays on the radio.  

Michael sings along to stay awake.

Anna wakes up and watches her dad sing.  She joins in.

They finish the song laughing and smiling at each other in 
the rear view mirror.

MICHAEL
Why didn’t you tell me that you 
felt you had to go back?
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Anna shrugs.

MICHAEL
You’re not going to stay there for 
good.  Your mother wouldn’t let 
you.  I know that.  And each time 
you go and come back, it only makes 
things worse for you.  So, why...

ANNA
I think Mom might need our 
help...and Lulah...she needs to go 
back.

MICHAEL
But not to stay...

ANNA
Right.

Clara opens her eyes, but remains still and pensive.

INT. CASTLE DUNGEON - NIGHT

Billie, Mickie, and Alex sleep on the floor piled on top of 
each other with feet in faces and elbows in backs.

Alex snores loudly.

Carol sleeps on the small bench.

Isabelle stands and watches through the bars.

Jezzy enters.

JEZZY
What are you doing?

ISABELLE
They remind me of my three Belles.

JEZZY
They’re nothing like your 
daughters.

ISABELLE
They desperately want to go into 
the world.  I could send them.

JEZZY
Taking them into the world would be 
too much for you.  You would grow 
even older, probably even die.  
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ISABELLE
Maybe I’ve lived long enough.  I 
was a coward.  I should’ve stayed 
with Michael and the girls.

JEZZY
You shouldn’t have ever left here 
in the first place.

ISABELLE
I definitely don’t regret leaving.  
Don’t you ever want to grow up 
Jezzy, fall in love, get married, 
have children?

JEZZY
Yuck.

ISABELLE
Jezzy...

JEZZY
Kissing dirty boys and getting old 
and wrinkled - disgusting.

EXT. CASTLE - DAY

A large picnic blanket is spread over the front lawn.  A 
basket filled with muffins sets on the center of the blanket.

Around the basket, Liza and Jezzy sit with a few other little 
girls, braiding friendship bracelets.

EXT. BEACH - SUNRISE

Michael hugs each of the Belles.

One by one they walk to the shoreline.

Lulah taps Anna’s pink heart birthmark three times.

A fog rolls in, bringing with it a boat.  The girls climb in.

The ocean waves become deep black space.

The kingdom and castle are barely visible in the distance.

Michael sits, watching sadly as the Belles disappear into the 
fog.
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EXT. COTTAGE - DAY

Lulah, Anna, and Clara stand outside the small cottage.

Lulah knocks on the door.

LULAH
Carol?  Hello?  Is anybody in 
there?

CLARA
Just go in already.

Clara pushes Lulah out of the way and opens the door.

INT. COTTAGE - DAY

The room is a mess.  A few chairs are knocked over.

Clara rushes into the room.

Lulah and Anna follow.

ANNA
They’re not here.

CLARA
Ya think.

ANNA
Jezzy must’ve taken ‘em somewhere.

LULAH
To the castle.  We should go.

CLARA
Wait.  What are we gonna do when we 
get there?

LULAH
Rescue Mom and the others.

CLARA
How?  Do we have any kind of a 
plan?

LULAH
Well, they’re all little girlie
girls.  We could probably kick 
their butts rather easily.

CLARA
Fist fighting?  I don’t think so.
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LULAH
We have to do whatever we have to 
do to rescue Mother.

CLARA
Why?  Mother made her choice.  She 
lied to us and betrayed Dad.  And 
let’s not forget that she threw us 
out a window.

ANNA
To protect us.

LULAH
If you don’t want to help rescue 
Mother, then why are you here?  Why 
did you even come?

Clara shrugs her shoulders.

LULAH
Quit trying to act all cool and 
angry and just admit that you want 
to help Mom as much as we do.

CLARA
Mother can fend for herself.  
That’s not why I’m here.

ANNA
Then why are you here?

CLARA
We should try and reach the castle 
before dark.  Come on.

Clara grabs Anna’s hand and pulls her out of the cottage.  
Lulah quickly follows.

INT. CASTLE DUNGEON - NIGHT

Isabelle sits in the cell on the bench next to Carol.

Carol sings a song while Isabelle brushes Alex’s hair.

Isabelle brushes out a big tangle.  Alex winces in pain.

ALEX
I don’t need my hair brushed.  I 
like it messy.
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ISABELLE
Come on now. You want to look nice 
your first day in the world, don’t 
you?

CAROL
I can’t believe you’re going to 
take us!  This is my dream come 
true, Isabelle.

ISABELLE
We’ll go tonight after Liza and 
Jezzy fall asleep.

CAROL
You’re sure you can take all of us 
and you’ll be okay?

ISABELLE
I’ll be fine.

CAROL
And you’ll get to see your 
daughters again.

MICKIE
Why did you ever come back here in 
the first place? Once I get to the 
world, I’m never coming back.

CAROL
Of course you won’t.  We won’t be 
able to.

ALEX
Never?

CAROL
Never.

ALEX
Awesome.

ISABELLE
I’ve got to get back upstairs.

Isabelle gets up and walks out of the cell, locking it behind 
her.

ISABELLE
I’ll be back tonight.  You’re all 
sure this is what you want?

They all nod their heads with certainty.
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CAROL
We know what we’re getting 
ourselves into.

ISABELLE
You’re braver than me.  All of you.

EXT. CLEARING PAST THE FOREST - DAY

A GROUP OF GIRLS play croquet.  The girls all look to be 
around eight years old, except for one.

CAMILLE, looks to be about 15. Camille helps one of the 
smaller girls aim her croquet stick. 

Lulah, Clara, and Anna exit the forest and enter the 
clearing.  They stop and watch at a distance.

LULAH
They’re playing croquet.  I love 
croquet.

Camille, having heard Lulah, shouts over to her.

CAMILLE
You can join us, if you’d like.

Lulah blushes, realizing that she had spoken loud enough for 
others to hear her.

Clara, Anna, and Lulah walk over to where the girls are 
playing croquet.

LULAH
We really don’t have time.

CAMILLE
You’re not from here, are you?  No 
one uses that expression here.  
We’ve always got plenty of time.

The YOUNGER GIRLS are suddenly very interested in the three 
strangers.

YOUNG GIRL 1
Are you from the world?

CLARA
No.

LULAH
Yes.
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CLARA
Lulah!  They could be spies for the 
queen.

CAMILLE
Relax.  The queen doesn’t have 
spies.

LULAH
Actually she does.   We think Jezzy 
took our mother and our friends and 
locked them up in the castle 
somewhere.  We’re on our way to 
rescue them.

CLARA
Lulah!!

Clara gives Lulah a scolding look for not keeping her mouth 
shut.

The young girls all gasp in shock to hear such things about 
Jezzy and their queen.

YOUNG GIRL 2
Jezzy and Liza would never lock 
anyone up.  They only bring people 
to the castle to help them.

YOUNG GIRL 1
Like when Jezzy rescued Camille.

ANNA
She rescued you?

CAMILLE
I’m from the world too, or was.  
Jezzy rescued me and brought me 
here a long time ago. 

YOUNG GIRL 2
Jezzy aged herself six months just 
to rescue Camille.

LULAH
If you leave, will you get sick and 
die?

CAMILLE
Why would I ever want to leave?  
The world is a horrible place 
filled with horrible men.  
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Here in Liza’s kingdom, there’s no 
war, no violence, no crime.  I 
never have to be afraid of 
anything.

Clara observes Lulah’s intense interest in Camille’s words.

CLARA
We should get going.

CAMILLE
Good luck finding your friends.  
I’m sure you’ll find that they’re 
not prisoners in any way.

CLARA
I’m sure we won’t.  Come on.

Clara and Anna walk away.  Lulah stands and watches as 
Camille and the girls resume their game of croquet without 
giving Clara’s accusations a second thought.

Clara turns back, grabs Lulah’s arm and pulls her away.

CLARA
Come on.

EXT. CASTLE - NIGHT

Clara, Lulah and Anna reach the front entrance just as the 
sky turns dark.

The three of them stop at the bottom of the long staircase 
and stare up at the large castle doors.

LULAH
So now what do we do?

Clara turns to Anna.

CLARA
This is your plan, genius.  You 
tell us.

Anna shrugs her shoulders.

CLARA
They’re just little girls.  Let’s 
just go in there and tell them we 
want to see our mother.

LULAH
Works for me.
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The Belles march up the steps.

CLARA
Those girls were probably right.  
Mother is probably getting her 
nails painted by Jezzy and her hair 
braided by our lovely little beauty 
queen grandmother, as we speak.

INT. ISABELLE’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

Liza sits with Isabelle on her bed, braiding her hair.

LIZA
At least you still have your 
beautiful long hair.

ISABELLE
Yes.

LIZA
Maybe we should pretend you’re the 
mother now.  And then I could be a 
princess.  People could call me 
Princess Liza instead of queen.  
That sounds even prettier; doesn’t 
it?

ISABELLE
Princess Liza...it does sound 
pretty.

LIZA
I’m so glad you’re back.  I’ll 
never understand why you sent the 
girls away.  I could tell they were 
really starting to love it here...

ISABELLE
You’re right.  You’ll never 
understand, but that’s okay.  You 
love it here so much; you can’t 
imagine anyone not...

LIZA
You love it here, now.  Right?  
You’ll be happy...

Isabelle yawns.

ISABELLE
I’m tired.  
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LIZA
Since you’re pretending to be the 
mom now, will you get up and make 
me blueberry muffins for breakfast
in the morning?

ISABELLE
Of course.  Sounds delicious.

Liza kisses Isabelle on the cheek and then hops down from the 
bed.

Liza stops in the doorway and turns back and smiles.

LIZA
Night Mommy.

Liza closes the door.

Isabelle sits alone on her bed and slowly starts to cry.

INT. CASTLE ENTRY HALL - NIGHT

Jezzy opens the door to find Clara, Anna, and Lulah standing 
there.

Jezzy smiles and jumps with excitement.

JEZZY
You’re back!  I knew you’d come 
back.

Jezzy hugs them but then backs off when she notices they 
aren’t hugging back.

JEZZY
Liza will be thrilled.

CLARA
Where’s our mother?

LULAH
Is she okay?

JEZZY
Of course she’s okay.  I think 
she’s in her room, sleeping.

ANNA
Where’s her room?  Take us to her.
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CLARA
No just leave us alone.  I remember 
where it is.

Clara pushes Jezzy out of the way and leads Lulah and Anna 
into the long hallway.

INT. CASTLE HALL - NIGHT

Clara stops outside of Isabelle’s bedroom door and turns back 
to her sisters who are eager to see what’s on the other side 
of the large door.

CLARA
Alright, we’re just gonna look in 
on her and see that she’s okay and 
then leave right away.  We don’t 
even have to wake her up if she’s 
asleep.

LULAH
You’re not the boss, Clara.

CLARA
Yes I am.  I’m the oldest.

LULAH
We’re not leaving right away.  
We’re here to help mom and that’s 
what we’re going to do.

CLARA
She doesn’t need our help, Lulah.

ANNA
Please stop fighting.  Please.

They ignore Anna and remain focused on each other.

LULAH
Why did you even come?

CLARA
Why did you really come?

LULAH
To help mother...

CLARA
I don’t believe that’s your real 
reason.  You came here to stay.  
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If I wasn’t here, then you would 
just stay here with Mom forever, 
and I can’t let you do that... 
because... it would break Dad’s 
heart.

LULAH
Clara...

CLARA
And mine too.  I know people are 
mean to you and pick on you, but I 
promise you, if we leave now and go 
back home, I’ll stick up for you.

LULAH
You will?

CLARA
I won’t pick on you anymore and if 
anyone else messes with you, 
I’ll...I’ll kick their butt.

Lulah laughs.  She grabs Clara and hugs her.

Anna smiles excitedly at the sight of her sisters embracing 
each other.

CLARA
You’re choking me.

LULAH
Sorry.

Lulah lets go of Clara’s neck.

Clara turns to Anna.

CLARA
And...

Anna eagerly awaits to hear this.

CLARA
And, I’ll try not to boss you 
around so much.  And I’ll listen to 
you, if you ever talk...

ANNA
Well now that you two won’t be 
arguing all the time, I might 
actually get a word in.

The three Belles smile at each other and hug again.

84.

CLARA (cont'd)



LULAH
Let’s get Mom.

Anna quietly opens the bedroom door and looks in.

INT. ISABELLE’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

The room is empty.

Anna steps through the doorway and looks at the empty bed.

ANNA
She’s not in here.

Clara and Lulah rush into the room.

CLARA
Maybe she really is in trouble.

INT. CASTLE DUNGEON - NIGHT

Billie, Mickie, Alex and Carol lie asleep in their cell.

Isabelle walks toward the cell and slowly unlocks it.

INT. CASTLE ENTRY HALL - NIGHT

Lulah, Clara and Anna run into the great hall.  

They almost crash into Jezzy.

Lulah grabs her.

LULAH
Where is she?

JEZZY
Your mother?  Wasn’t she in her 
bedroom?

CLARA
No.

LULAH
Where is she?  What did you do to 
her?

JEZZY
Nothing.  I would never hurt your 
mother.
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ANNA
Will you help us find her?

JEZZY
Maybe she went to the kitchen for a 
snack.

Jezzy leads the Belles out of the entry hall.

INT. CASTLE DUNGEON - NIGHT

Billie, Mickie, Alex and Carol all hold hands in a circle.

Isabelle stands in the middle of their circle.

She takes Carol’s hand and touches it to the pink heart on 
her chest.

INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT

The castle kitchen is huge with big silver appliances.

There is a giant oven and two large refrigerators.

Baking supplies cover the shelves.

Several muffin pans are stacked on the counter.

Jezzy, Clara, Lulah and Anna look around the room.

JEZZY
Where could she be?  Oh no...

Jezzy suddenly jumps and runs out.  The Belles quickly follow 
her.

INT. CASTLE DUNGEON - CONTINUOUS

Isabelle taps Carol’s finger against the pink heart again.

ISABELLE
You’re sure about this?

The four of them groan with impatience.

ALL
Yes!

Isabelle presses Carol’s hand a third time.
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The back of the cell suddenly morphs into vast black space 
with the ocean and beach in the distance..  

EXT. BLACK SPACE - NIGHT

Isabelle helps the girls into the boat and then steps in.

INT. CASTLE DUNGEON - CONTINUOUS

Jezzy runs into the dungeon with the Belles following closely 
behind her.

She sees the opening to the world.

JEZZY
Isabelle!  No!

The opening closes and the cell goes back to normal.

LULAH
What happened?

Jezzy can’t answer.  She just hangs her head.  A tear slowly 
rolls down her cheek.

ANNA
We have to go after her.

Anna reaches her hand over her shoulder to tap her pink 
heart.

Jezzy grabs Anna’s arm and forcefully stops her.

JEZZY
No! You can’t.

EXT. BEACH HOUSE - DAY

Michael paces on the front porch.  He suddenly sees the boat 
approaching the shore.

MICHAEL
Belles!

He runs toward the boat.

EXT. BEACH - DAY

Alex and Mickie jump out of the boat and pull it up onto the 
shore.
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Isabelle lies unconscious in the boat.  Her hair has turned 
solid white and she appears even older than before.

Carol shakes her to try and wake her.

CAROL
Isabelle!?  She won’t wake up.

ALEX
Let’s get her out.

The girls attempt to lift her out of the boat.

Michael runs to the boat.  The tide rolls in soaking his 
pants.

MICHAEL
Isabelle?

He lifts her out of the girls’ arms and carries her onto the 
beach.

Michael sits in the sand and clutches Isabelle, hugging her 
and kissing her forehead.

Isabelle slowly opens her eyes.

ISABELLE
Michael?

Michael rubs her face and kisses her cheek.

MICHAEL
Are you okay?

ISABELLE
I’m sorry.  I’m so sorry.

MICHAEL
Don’t be sorry.  No regrets.  

Another boat suddenly appears near the shoreline.

CAROL
What is that?

ALEX
It’s Jezzy.  She’s coming after us.

BILLIE
Run!

The girls start to run.
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Jezzy jumps out of the boat and runs to the shore.  The 
Belles follow her.

JEZZY
Isabelle!

Carol, Alex, Billie and Mickie stop running and turn back at 
the sound of Jezzy’s pathetic cry.

CAROL
Wait.

Jezzy runs onto the beach and drops to her knees next to her 
sister.

JEZZY
Isabelle, why did you do this?

The Belles run to their mother.

CLARA
Mom?  Are you okay?

LULAH
Mommy!

Anna grabs her mother and father hugging them both.

Clara and Lulah join in on the family hug.

Isabelle looks at her daughters and smiles weakly.

ISABELLE
I love you all so much.  Take care 
of your father and each other.

CLARA
We will.  I promise.  I’m so sorry, 
Mommy.

ISABELLE
Shh.  Me too.  Me too.

MICHAEL
Isabelle, let Jezzy take you back.  
She can still save you.

Isabelle shakes her head.

ISABELLE
I can’t.  

89.



CAROL
Please, go Isabelle.  We never 
would’ve let you bring us if we had 
known.  We won’t be able to live 
with ourselves.

ALEX
She’s right.  You have to go back.

ISABELLE
It wouldn’t be fair.  The 
temptation to see me will always be 
there.  I can’t do that to Anna.

ANNA
Mother, please!  Please don’t die.

LULAH
How could you think that could be 
better?

ISABELLE
You promise you’ll never use it.  
You’ll never come back.

The Belles weep and sob almost uncontrollably.

MICHAEL
We’ll be fine, honey.  Please just 
save yourself.

Isabelle nods her head.  Her eyes slowly close.

Jezzy grabs Isabelle.  She puts her hand on Isabelle’s pink 
heart birthmark and then holds Isabelle’s hand to her 
birthmark.

ISABELLE
Jezzy?  What are you doing?

As the two sisters hold each other, Isabelle begins to 
transform.  The dark color returns to her gray hair.  Her 
face looks younger and younger.

Michael looks at her in disbelief.  Then he turns to Jezzy, 
who grows older and older.  

Jezzy’s hair grows longer.  Her arms and legs extend.  Her 
dress appears to be shrinking on her.

LULAH
What’s happening?
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Gray streaks appear in Jezzy’s hair.  Fine lines appear 
around her eyes.

Isabelle suddenly fights to push Jezzy away, but Jezzy clings 
to her.

Michael grabs Jezzy and pulls her back into the sand.  Jezzy 
screams in fright, having never been touched by a man before.  
Michael backs away from her.

Isabelle stands up, looking young and healthy.  She holds out 
her hand to Jezzy, who now looks like a forty year old woman.

Jezzy accepts Isabelle’s hand.  Isabelle slowly pulls her up 
and then rests her hands lovingly on Jezzy’s shoulders.

ISABELLE
Why...

JEZZY
You belong here with them.

Isabelle hugs her.  Anna, Lulah, and Clara hug their aunt 
together.

ANNA
Thank you.

JEZZY
You couldn’t have stayed away, 
could you?

Anna shrugs with uncertainty.

JEZZY
But now you will.  

LULAH
We’ll never see you again?

Jezzy hugs the three belles.

JEZZY
You never know...

Jezzy turns to Alex, Mickie, and Billie.

JEZZY
Are you sure you don’t want to come 
back with me?

The three young tom-boys all shake their head, “No,” with 
certainty.
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Jezzy gives “good-bye” hugs to all the girls.  Michael holds 
out his hand to shake hers and she accepts with a firm 
handshake in response.

Then she turns and climbs into the boat.

JEZZY
Take care of each other.

Alex, Billie, and Mickie help push the boat off the shore.

Michael, Isabelle, and the Belles sit in the sand, holding 
onto each other with love and joy.

Jezzy waves from the boat as it slowly disappears into the 
fog.

EXT. SMALL OLD HOUSE (IN NEW MEXICO) - MORNING

Michael’s car is parked back in the driveway of their old 
house.

ISABELLE (O.S.)
Breakfast is ready.

INT. KITCHEN - MORNING

Isabelle kisses Michael as she takes a plate of pancakes from 
him.

Anna enters the kitchen and kisses each of her parents on the 
cheek.

MICHAEL
No gray hairs?

ANNA
I feel fine.

Isabelle hands her the plate, and then readies another plate 
for Michael to flip more pancakes onto.

Lulah enters the kitchen and hugs her mother tightly.

LULAH
Morning.

Lulah grabs the plate and sits next to Anna.

Clara enters next with Alex, Billie and Mickie following 
right behind her.  The three of them are dressed in their tom-
boy attire complete with caps and cut-offs.
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They all sit at the table and eat.

LULAH
Where’s Carol?

ALEX
She’s still getting ready.

Carol walks into the kitchen in a tight dress with her fake 
curves showing.  Her hair is sprayed stiff and her face is 
covered with makeup.  She looks like a female news anchor 
from the 1980’s.

ISABELLE
Uh...no.  I think that’s a little 
much for the fourth grade, Carol.

ALEX
Carol, you’re in the real world 
now.  You’re gonna have to start 
dressing like it.

CLARA
Well news-flash Alex, cut-offs and 
hats are not allowed at school.

BILLIE
Man, everywhere we go there’s 
rules, rules, rules.

MICHAEL
Alright, finish your breakfast and 
go change.  You don’t want to be 
late for your first day of school.

The girls quickly finish their breakfast and rush out of the 
kitchen.

INT. JUNIOR-HIGH SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

The hall is empty.

The BELL RINGS.

Students suddenly pour into the hallway from every direction, 
all heading in the same direction - out of school for the 
day.

Lulah walks out of her class and stops at her locker.

The THREE BOYS, who had harassed Lulah before, surround her
as she puts her books into her locker.
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BOY 1
Hey look the new girl’s back.

BOY 2
Yeah, we missed you at the dance.  
There was no one there to eat all 
the chips.

BOY 1
It was a terrible waste.

CLARA (O.S.)
You’re a terrible waste.

The boys turn around to see Clara standing behind them.

BOY 2
What’d you say?

CLARA
You heard me.  You’re a waste, a 
waste of space, a waste of my time.

BOY 1
Ha ha very funny.

BOY 2
Your mom’s a wa...

Clara angrily kicks him in the groin.

He hunches over in pain.

CLARA
Leave my sister alone, and don’t 
you dare even think about talking 
about my mother.

The two other boys help BOY 2 up and carry him as they walk 
away.

LULAH
Clara, you told me you would kick 
their butts.  That wasn’t his butt.

CLARA
Oops.

They laugh.  Clara puts her arm around Lulah.

CLARA
Come on, let’s find Anna and head 
to the elementary school to pick up 
the little ones.
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EXT. JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL - DAY

Anna sits on a school bench next to Jeff.

JEFF
So I’m glad you’re back.  Is 
everything okay?

ANNA
It’s good.

JEFF
What happened?  I mean, what was 
that with your hair?

ANNA
I don’t know, just a strange 
reaction like a growth spurt.

JEFF
Oh.

ANNA
Yeah.

Anna thinks for a moment.

ANNA
I really think that’s what it was, 
like I just grew up really fast 
from the quiet, shy little baby of 
the family to...

Anna shrugs her shoulders realizing she’s rambling and Jeff 
is not following.

ANNA
...to me.

She smiles.

JEFF
Oh.

Anna sees Clara and Lulah walking out of the school’s main 
building.  She stands.

ANNA
Well, I gotta go.  But if you want 
to carry my books tomorrow, you 
can.  I promise nothing weird will 
happen.

Anna smiles and then runs off to meet her sisters.
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EXT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - DAY

The Belles lean against the playground fence looking in at 
the other girls.

A CUTE BOY pushes Carol in the swing.

Alex, Billie and Mickie play football taking on several boys 
on the playground.

A boy runs with the ball.

Alex jumps and tackles him.  

She jumps up, covered in dirt, and then helps the boys up.

The Belles watch as the playground ball game continues.

CLARA
I think they’re all gonna do just 
fine here in the world.

LULAH
Yep.

ANNA
Yep.

FADE OUT.

CREDITS ROLL OVER:

EXT. KINGDOM - DAY

Happy music plays.

We look down on the castle, then move over the entire kingdom 
as if flying.

Girls play croquet.

Ballerina’s dance.

Girls pick flowers and swing in the swings.

It’s a beautiful day in the Kingdom of the Belles.

FADE OUT.
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