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EXT.  TREE HOUSE - MORNINGOpener Opener

Cooper stands at the bottom of a ladder looking up.  Gabe 
jumps down from the ladder.  He and Cooper then walk to the 
deck and into the back door.

INT. BRYANTS’ KITCHEN - MORNING1 1

COOPER, a four year old Border Collie trots into the kitchen 
and sits on the floor behind two chairs.

Two plates of golden hot pancakes are placed on the casual 
breakfast table in front of ABBY and GABE.  Abby is a gangly 
pre-teen with glasses who is going through a slight awkward 
phase.  Gabe is a cute, healthy eight year old boy.  

Abby sets a small video camera (a Flip Mino like camera) on 
the table so that she can dig into her pancakes.

Gabe loads his pancakes with syrup.

Cooper looks around and then gets up and walks out of the 
room.

INT. BEDROOM - MORNING2 2

JAKE BRYANT, a mid-thirties father and husband who is 
slightly out of shape but has boyish charm and a friendly 
face, lies asleep in bed.

Cooper walks into the room and around the king sized bed.  He 
sniffs Jake’s face, nose to nose.  Then he licks Jake right 
on the lips.  Jake wakes up and looks at the dog.  He then 
rubs his mouth and coughs and makes a spitting sound in 
disgust.

JAKE
Go away, dog!

INT. BRYANTS’ KITCHEN - MORNING3 3

Gabe and Abby sit at the table eating pancakes.  Cooper walks 
in and sits behind their chairs again.

GABE
Cooper’s going with us, right?

Cooper perks up as if he knows his name already.



Dressed for a summer hike, ELIZABETH, an attractive sporty-
looking woman in her mid-thirties, makes herself a plate of 
pancakes.

ELIZABETH
Sure.  I think Cooper would love 
it.

Jake walks in and pours himself a cup of coffee.

JAKE
Ah... I see we’ve given him a name 
already?

GABE
Yep, yesterday.

Jake exchanges a look with Elizabeth who smiles and shrugs.

ELIZABETH
No one’s responded to our posters.  
I think he’s ours to keep, baby.  

Jake fakes enthusiasm.

JAKE
Oh yay.

Abby aims her camera at Jake.

ABBY
Show me that face again, dad.  Let 
me see the joy...

Jake smiles into the camera and then turns to Elizabeth.

JAKE
(quietly)

Is this even up for discussion?

Elizabeth shrugs as she starts to answer, but is interrupted 
by Gabe.

GABE
You should see him fetch, dad.  
Yesterday, I was playing in the 
backyard and I threw a stick, and 
he ran and got it and brought it 
back.  Abby got it on video.  You 
wanna watch?

JAKE
Absolutely...
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ABBY
We need to edit it first.  Will you 
help me?

JAKE
Yeah...

Abby grabs her camera and gets up from the table.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Tonight...tonight I promise.  I 
gotta go to work now, and you guys 
need to get going with your hike, 
so you can get back in time for us 
to do some editing before dinner.

ABBY
Okay.

Abby sits back down, puts her camera down, and quickly 
finishes her pancakes.

Elizabeth puts her arms around Jake’s waist and pulls him to 
her.

ELIZABETH
He really is a great dog.  

JAKE
But he’s a dog...

ELIZABETH
You’ll learn to love him.

JAKE
I’ll try...for you.

Jake kisses Elizabeth.

ELIZABETH
You’re heading in early.  I thought 
you weren’t going in until nine?

JAKE
Couldn’t sleep.

ELIZABETH
You and Andrew going beta with the 
new software today?

JAKE
It’s getting close.  
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ABBY
Can I be one of your beta testers?

JAKE
We’ll see...

Jake grabs his coat and keys and heads for the door.

JAKE (CONT’D)
You guys have fun.  Abby, I expect 
lots of video...lots of beautiful 
scenery.

ABBY
Okay.

She eats the last bite of pancake as Jake walks out the door.  

EXT. FRONT YARD - DAY4 4

Gabe throws a stick for Cooper to fetch while Abby videos 
Elizabeth loading an ice chest in the back of the car.  
Elizabeth closes the trunk and looks into Abby’s camera.

ELIZABETH
Alright, it’s time to hit the road.

GABE
Come on, Cooper.

Gabe runs to the car.  Cooper follows him and jumps into the 
back seat.

We stay outside the car as Elizabeth and Abby get in and 
close the door.  The engine starts and the car backs out of 
the drive-way.

GABE (O.S.) (CONT’D)
Mom, can we get Cooper a ball?  
Ooh! or a frisbee?

ELIZABETH (O.S.)
We’ll see

EXT. HILL COUNTRY HIGHWAY - DAY5 5

Elizabeth’s car drives around a curve which winds around a 
large hill.
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INT. JAKE’S OFFICE - DAY6 6

Jake sits at his computer staring at the screen.  He looks at 
his watch, which reads 12:00pm.

ANDREW, a geeky co-worker, leans his head in Jake’s doorway.

ANDREW
Hey dude, you wanna do lunch?

JAKE
No...I’ve almost got this.

ANDREW
You want me to bring you back 
something?

JAKE
Nah, I’m good.  Liz made pancakes 
this morning so...

ANDREW
Alright, I’ll see you later.  At 
least take some kind of a 
break...stretch your legs...

Andrew taps the door frame and then walks away.  Jake turns 
back to his screen.

EXT. HILL COUNTRY HIGHWAY - AFTERNOON7 7

The highway stretches around a steep hillside.  A car 
screeches to a sudden stop on the side of a highway.  

A WOMAN hops out of the car and runs down the steep hillside.  
A SECOND WOMAN gets out of the passenger side, but just 
stands and watches as her friend takes off down the hillside.

At the bottom of the hill is a crumpled heap of what used to 
be Elizabeth’s car.  

The woman looks through the rear window as she makes her way 
to the bottom of the hill.  

SECOND WOMAN
Anyone alive in there?

WOMAN
I don’t think so...Oh God...wait.  
Someone is...

The woman walks around to the rear passenger side of the 
destroyed vehicle.  She peeks her head in the window.  
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Her eyes are met with Cooper’s eyes.  Cooper slowly lifts his 
head and looks at the woman.  He whimpers.

WOMAN (CONT’D)
Hey boy...you’re gonna be okay.

(to her friend)
Did you call 911?

INT. JAKE’S OFFICE - AFTERNOON8 8

Jake’s office phone rings.  He reaches over and grabs it 
without even taking his eyes off the monitor.

JAKE
Jake Bryant...

Jake listens.  His face turns solemn.  He listens but makes 
no response.  

His hand shakes as he hangs up the phone and slowly walks out 
of the office.

INT. ANIMAL HOSPITAL, EXAM ROOM - DAY10 10

DR. CAROLINE MASON, a petite attractive veterinarian, leads 
Cooper into an exam room, on a leash.  Cooper is skiddish and 
whimpering. 

TREY, a large male vet tech, walks into the exam room, 
holding a chart in his hands. 

TREY
This one’s just a boarder.  I 
already examined him.

CAROLINE
Let’s put him on the table anyway. 
He’s not eating.  He seems like 
he’s scared or in pain.  He’s been 
crying since he got here...

Trey hands the chart to Caroline and then lifts Cooper onto 
the exam table.

TREY
Well, he’s only been here a few 
hours, maybe he ate this morning.  
And he’s in a strange cage in a 
strange place...I’d be crying.

Caroline examines Cooper’s ears.  She feels his abdomen.  She 
looks into his eyes again.
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TREY (CONT’D)
Weight, height, temperature, blood 
tests...all normal.

Caroline looks at the chart.

CAROLINE
I know, and you did everything 
right...as usual.

Trey smiles as she hands him the chart.

TREY
That’s what I thought.

She turns back to Cooper and messages his ears gently.

CAROLINE
(to Cooper)

But, there’s something we’re 
missing, isn’t there, boy?  Yes...

She hugs and massages him.  He rests his head on her 
shoulder, with a knowing sad look in his eyes.

INT. MORGUE - EVENING11 11

A tear streams from Jake’s eyes as he looks down at a covered 
body.  

The sheet is removed by Officer Dodds, revealing Elizabeth’s 
pale face.  

Jake stands looking over her lifeless body.  He rubs his face 
with his hand in complete anguish.  

OFFICER DODDS stands solemnly behind to Jake.

DODDS
I’m very sorry.

Dodds replaces the sheet.  

DODDS (CONT’D)
We recovered some personal items 
from the vehicle.  I’ll call you to 
come pick them up, once everything 
has been processed.

Dodds hands Jake a business card.
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DODDS (CONT’D)
And this is the number to the vet.  
You’ll need to contact them first 
thing in the morning about your 
dog.

JAKE
Dog?

DODDS
Your dog.  He survived the wreck.  
It’s somewhat of a miracle.

JAKE
A miracle!?

Jake throws the card as he turns to walk out.  He laughs to 
himself.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Miracle...

He punches the wall and then turns back and shouts at Dodds.

JAKE (CONT’D)
A miracle!!  You think this is a 
miracle!

DODDS
I’m sorry.  I...I just...

Jake walks out before Dodds can finish his thought.

INT. ANIMAL HOSPITAL, RECEPTION AREA - EVENING12 12

NITA, the receptionist sits at her desk.  

Caroline files some charts behind Nita and then walks to her.  
She hands Nita a chart.

CAROLINE
Where’s the owner of record for 
this one?

Nita takes the chart and looks at it.

NITA
Oh the collie.  The cops brought 
him in earlier today.  
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They thought he may have been 
injured in some kind of accident or 
something, but Trey did an initial 
exam, and he was perfectly fine.  
The owner is supposed to come get 
him tomorrow.

CAROLINE
Who’s the owner?

Nita rifles through some papers on her desk.

NITA
Oh they gave me a name and 
number...it’s right here.

Nita hands a paper to Caroline.

NITA (CONT’D)
You want me to call him now?

CAROLINE
Nah, just add the name to the chart 
and call him first thing in the 
morning.

NITA
You got it, boss.  No need to stay 
late if we don’t have to.

Nita turns off her computer monitor and stacks some files on 
her desk.

Trey turns off the back light as he enters the reception 
area.  

TREY
I got everything closed up in the 
back.  We ready?

NITA
Yep.

Caroline looks toward the back.

CAROLINE
He’s back in the kennel.  Did he 
seem okay?

Trey shrugs.

TREY
He’s not happy to be here...but 
he’s okay...he’ll be fine.  
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NITA
Don’t go gettin all emotional.  
He’s not a lost dog.  His owner 
will be here in the morning.

Caroline nods in agreement.  The three of them walk to the 
door.  Caroline sets the alarm, and then they all walk out.  
Caroline locks the door.  

Nita and Trey rush to their cars.  

Caroline stands at the door, key still in hand, looking back 
into the waiting room.

INT. KENNEL - NIGHT13 13

Cooper lies in his cage, nose to the bar with his eyes open.  
He whimpers as he stares into the darkness.

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT14 14

Jake leans against the wall in the doorway, staring at the 
bed.  He cries as he drops to the floor.  He looks up at 
Elizabeth’s bedside table.  A glass of water sets on the 
table.  Jake stares at it, staring through it.

INT. BEDROOM - FLASHBACK15 15

Elizabeth sits on the edge of the bed wearing a night gown.  
She takes a sip of water and then sets the glass down on her 
bedside table.

She lies back in bed next to Jake who puts his arm around 
her.

JAKE
I wish I could go with you guys 
tomorrow...

ELIZABETH
If you still had summers off...

JAKE
We’d be broke.

Elizabeth nods and smiles at him.

JAKE (CONT’D)
I might be able to take the morning 
off.
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ELIZABETH
Hmmm...it’s a two mile hike, up 
hill.

JAKE
Oh, never mind.

She laughs and then kisses him.

END OF FLASHBACK

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT16 16

Jake lies on the floor and cries.

INT. KENNEL - NIGHT17 17

Cooper looks up as the door opens.  Caroline walks into the 
kennel.  She kneels next to Cooper’s cage.

CAROLINE
Good night.  Sleep well.  And don’t 
worry, you’ll be home soon.

She walks out.  Cooper rests his head on the ground.  

INT. JAKE’S BEDROOM - MORNING18 18

Jake lies asleep on the floor.  The sun shines in through the 
window.  Jake’s cell phone rings.  He wakes up, startled.  He 
pulls the phone out of his pocket and turns it off.  He sets 
it on the end of the bed as he gets up.  He looks at the made 
bed, solemnly.  Then he slowly walks out of the room.

INT. ANIMAL HOSPITAL, KENNEL - MORNING19 19

A TECHNICIAN sprays out the kennels with a hose.  Caroline 
walks through.

TECHNICIAN
Doc, you’re here early?

CAROLINE
I wanted to check on a patient.

She grabs a small clipboard from the wall next to Cooper’s 
empty cage.
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TECHNICIAN
He didn’t eat or drink anything.

CAROLINE
Hmm...

She replaces the clipboard and looks toward the empty 
kennels.

TECHNICIAN
They’re out in the run.

Caroline walks out of the kennel door.

EXT. DOG RUN - MORNING20 20

Dogs run and play.  Cooper lies close to the building.  
Caroline walks to him and sits.  She takes a treat out of her 
pocket and holds it in front of his nose.  He turns his head 
away.  Caroline sits on the ground next to him and pets him.

CAROLINE
It’s okay boy. 

He puts his head in her lap and groans.

EXT.  BACK YARD/DECK - MORNING21 21

Jake walks out onto the deck.  He stands and stares at the 
tree house, then at Elizabeth’s flower beds.

INT. ABBY’S BEDROOM - DAY21A 21A

Jake enters the doorway, but just stops and stands in the 
door frame.  Abby’s bed is unmade.  There are a few dirty 
clothes on the floor.  Abby’s bulletin board hangs above her 
computer desk.  It is an homage to filmmaking.  Posters of 
early black and white films, magazine clippings of interviews 
with great directors...

His cell phone rings from the other room.  He ignores it.  It 
rings a few times and then stops.

He turns and walks out of the room.

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, RECEPTION AREA - DAY22 22

Caroline carries a chart to Nita.
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CAROLINE
Any word from the owner yet?

NITA
Mr. Bryant?  Nope.  You want me to 
call again?

CAROLINE
Yeah.  You sure he’s in town?  

NITA
The officer said he would have him 
come in this morning.

CAROLINE
Well why didn’t he?

Nita shrugs.  Caroline is confused and frustrated.

INT. KITCHEN - AFTERNOON23 23

Jake pours himself a glass of water.  The sink is still full 
of dirty dishes from yesterday’s breakfast, sticky syrup 
plates, a bowl of dried pancake batter, etc...  

Jake drinks his water and then sets the dirty glass on top of 
the dirty dishes in the sink. 

He sits at the kitchen table and places his cell phone on the 
table in front of him.  He turns on the screen.  He has 10 
voice mails and seven unchecked text messages.  He clicks on 
the messages.  The name Andrew is listed.  He hits delete.  
All seven messages are from Andrew.  Delete, delete, delete - 
he does not read a single one.

He checks the names on his missed calls.  One is from “Mom.”  
There’s another missed call “Janice.”  A few other names and 
then two from “Unknown.”

Jake clicks on the “Unknown” and dials the number, turning 
the speaker phone on.  It rings.  

NITA (V.O.)
Hill Country Animal Hospital, this 
is...

Click.  Jake hangs up the phone.

He looks at the missed call names again.  His finger moves to 
the name, “Janice,” but then he hesitates.  He can’t press 
the button.  He rubs his face, takes a deep breath, and then 
hits the button.  The phone dials Janice.  He picks it up and 
holds it to his ear.
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A voice answers.

JAKE
Janice, it’s Jake.  Um...

He rubs his eyes as the tears start to fall.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Umm...it’s...Elizabeth and the 
kids...

Jake cries.  He can barely speak.  

We pull back away from him.  The rest of the conversation is 
not heard, but we see Jake sobbing and crying as we continue 
to pull away.

INT. CAROLINE’S OFFICE - EVENING24 24

Caroline sits at her computer, at her desk, in a typical 
vet’s office - animal pictures, degrees and awards, etc...

Nita pops her head in.

NITA
I’m heading out.

CAROLINE
Oh, that’s fine.  I’ll lock up.

NITA
Again?  Go home and relax.

CAROLINE
Did you hear anything from Mr. 
Bryant yet?

NITA
I left two messages.  No response.  
You want me to call animal control 
in the morning?

CAROLINE
No.  

NITA
Okay, well, good night.

CAROLINE
Night.  
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INT. ANIMAL HOSPITAL, KENNEL - NIGHT25 25

Caroline walks into the kennel area.  Cooper lies still, but 
not asleep.  She kneels next to his cage and pets him.

CAROLINE
Night.  

She gets up to walk out, but then turns back.  She opens 
Cooper’s kennel.  He just lies there, makes no effort to run.

She sits on the floor.  He moves to her and rests his head in 
her lap.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Are you sad because he hasn’t come 
to get you yet?  Or maybe you just 
don’t like our food...  I’m sure 
he’ll be here soon.  

She grabs a handful of food from his dish inside the cage.  
She holds it under his nose.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Come on, just take a few bites.  
You don’t want us to have put you 
on a drip.  

Cooper takes a few morsels of food in his mouth and slowly 
eats.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
That’s a good boy.

EXT. BRYANTS’ HOME - DAWN26 26

The sun rises.  The front yard needs to be mowed.  

INT. LIVING ROOM - MORNING27 27

Jake, still in the same pants he wore to work four days ago, 
sleeps on the sofa.  He has four days of beard growth.  His 
hair is a mess.

A knock at the door wakes Jake up.  

Jake stumbles to the door and opens it slightly.  Officer 
Dodds stands there with a large plastic bag.

DODDS
Mr. Bryant...

15.



Jake opens the door all the way.

JAKE
Officer Dodds, come in.

Dodds stands in the living room, uncomfortable.  

Jake attempts to be a good host, dusting crumbs and removing 
empty water bottles from the sofa.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Would you like to have a seat?  Can 
I fix you anything to drink?

DODDS
No thanks.  I’ve got to be heading 
out.  I just came by to bring you 
some things.

Jake nods, looking at the bag.  Dodds hands Jake the bag.

DODDS (CONT’D)
These are some of the personal 
effects we were able to recover 
from the vehicle.

Jake takes the bag and sets it on the floor, not wanting to 
look at it.

DODDS (CONT’D)
If there’s anything else we can do 
for you, please just let us know.

JAKE
Thank you.

Officer Dodds stands there awkwardly for a few seconds and 
then slowly makes his way to the door.

DODDS
I really am sorry.  You seemed like 
a lovely family.

Jake walks Officer Dodds out and closes the door behind him 
then plops back down on the sofa. 

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, RECEPTION AREA - DAY28 28

Nita hangs up the phone just as Caroline enters the reception 
area.  

CAROLINE
Any news on Mr. Bryant yet?

16.



NITA
Still nothing.

CAROLINE
I don’t understand this guy.  

NITA
I’m startin to think he’s not even 
real...gave some phoney number to 
the police, so they would help him 
abandon his dog.

CAROLINE
Leave him another message, and make 
sure he knows we’re charging him 
thirty dollars a day for boarding.

Caroline pulls a chart.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
If he wants to use us to abandon 
this poor dog, it’s at least gonna
cost him.

NITA
How’s your mom doing?

CAROLINE
Great.  Why do you ask?

NITA
Just thinking about family...

CAROLINE
She’s fine.  I just moved her into 
a new place.  She loves it.  
There’s all these activities.  
She’s really coming out of her 
shell.

INT. EFFICIENCY APARTMENT - DAY29 29

CHERYL MASON, an older woman in her seventies, sits in a 
recliner.  She looks out at nothing.  Her eyes are 
permanently red and puffy from years of depression and 
crying.

Caroline makes the bed, which is just a few feet behind the 
recliner and small living area.  As soon as she makes the 
last tuck to finish making the bed, a cat jumps onto it.  She 
leans over and pets the cat and then sits on the end of the 
bed.
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CAROLINE
Mom, you promised me you wouldn’t 
stay in bed all the time, that you 
would get up and do things.

Her mom just stares off into space.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Quilting, water aerobics...

CHERYL
Fix me a gin and tonic.

CAROLINE
Mom, you don’t drink anymore.

CHERYL
I want a drink.

CAROLINE
I gotta go.  I’ll try and come by 
Monday after work.

EXT. CEMETERY - DAY30 30

We see three large mounds of dirt then three coffins side by 
side under a large canvas awning.  A row of chairs sits in 
front of the three coffins.  Jake sits between TWO OLDER 
COUPLES.  The couple to his left is his parents, ELISE and 
HECTOR.  The couple to his right is Elizabeth’s parents, 
JANICE and STEVE.  

Mourners line up to shake hands with the family.  Jake and 
the parents all stand up.  Hands are shaken.  Some people hug 
or pat on the shoulders.

Jake looks vacant throughout all of this.  He wears a black 
suit, but still looks unkempt with a short beard and messy 
hair.

Andrew follows in the line of mourners.  Jake barely 
acknowledges him.

INT. KITCHEN - DAY31 31

Janice washes the dishes.  Elise scrubs the floor.  Jake sits 
at the table.

JAKE
You don’t have to do that.

Elise scrubs under Jake’s feet.
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JAKE (CONT’D)
Mom?

JANICE
Elizabeth liked a clean house.  She 
was always tidy, even as a child.  
I’m surprised she would even leave 
the house like this.

ELISE
Well the kids were probably rushing 
her.  They couldn’t wait to take 
that dog on his first hike.

Elise walks into the living area to clean.  She picks up the 
plastic bag and holds it up.

ELISE (CONT’D)
What is this?

Jake looks at the bag.

JAKE
Just put it in my bedroom.

She carries it into the bedroom.

JANICE
(looking around)

Where is the dog?

JAKE
Oh...um...he’s still at the vet.

JANICE
Gabe was so excited about finding 
that dog.

The women continue to clean.  Jake sits just staring at 
nothing, lost in thought.

EXT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL - DAY32 32

Jake parks his car in front of the animal hospital.  He gets 
out and then slowly walks in.

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL - DAY33 33

Jake walks to the reception desk.  Nita smiles at him.

NITA
How can I help you?
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JAKE
Hi.  I’m Jake Bryant.  You’ve been 
calling me about a dog?

NITA
Oh, Mr. Bryant...yes, have a seat.  
Dr. Mason will be right out.

Jake sits and waits.  He looks around at the other people in 
the waiting room.  There are SEVERAL PET OWNERS sitting with 
their PETS.  Jake watches an OLD MAN cuddle and pet his small 
breed dog.

Jake studies the old man.  Then he turns back around to see 
Caroline standing over him.  

CAROLINE
Mr. Bryant?

She sits in the chair next to him.

JAKE
Jake...

CAROLINE
And your dog’s name?

JAKE
Um...

Caroline glares at him in disbelief as he tries to remember 
the dog’s name.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Cooper.

CAROLINE
Mr. Bryant, we were told Cooper was 
going to be picked up Tuesday.  We 
have been calling you for five 
days...

JAKE
I’m sorry.

CAROLINE
When an owner fails to contact us 
or return our phone calls after 
three days, we have the right to 
turn the dog over to animal 
control.

JAKE
Oh...
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CAROLINE
Luckily we had an open kennel 
space, so we were able to continue 
to keep him.  But if we had run out 
of space then we would’ve had no 
choice...and this amazing dog might 
have been put to sleep...all 
because you didn’t care enough to 
return a phone call.

Caroline has gotten a little worked up, a little emotional. 
Jake just looks at her unsure how to respond.

He turns around to see Cooper running to him.  Trey holds 
Cooper’s leash as Cooper pulls to get to Jake. Cooper passes 
Caroline and puts his paws in Jake’s lap and wags his tale 
excitedly.  

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Wow, look at that. You are 
definitely glad to see him, aren’t 
you boy?

She rubs Cooper’s ears and back.

JAKE
Uh...Yeah.

She looks at Cooper as she talks.

CAROLINE
Cooper, this is the first time I’ve 
seen your tail wag. (to Jake) He 
hasn’t been eating or sleeping very 
well... 

JAKE
Was he sick or hurt?

TREY
He’s fine.  Some animals just don’t 
take too well to being in a strange 
place. Have you ever boarded him 
before?

JAKE
Uh...no...

TREY
Well maybe that was it.

CAROLINE
He probably thought you weren’t 
coming back for him.  
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JAKE
I’m sorry...

Trey hands Jake Cooper’s leash.  Caroline stands.  Jake 
follows her lead and stands next to Cooper.

CAROLINE
Make sure he gets plenty of food 
and water as soon as you get him 
home.

JAKE
I will.

Caroline kneels and gives Cooper one last cuddle and back 
scratch.

CAROLINE
Bye, Cooper.  It’s so good to see 
you feeling better.

She looks back up to Jake.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Well...bye.

JAKE
Bye.

Jake leads Cooper out the door.  Caroline walks back to Nita 
at her desk.

Trey watches Jake walk Cooper to the parking lot.

EXT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL - DAY34 34

Jake walks Cooper to the car.  He opens the back door.  
Cooper just sits there.

JAKE
Go on, hop in.

Cooper whimpers and backs away from the car.  Jake pulls his 
leash back toward the car.  

JAKE (CONT’D)
What is wrong with you, dog?

Cooper fights and pulls the leash back away from the car.  He 
refuses to take one step closer.  Jake pulls as Cooper fights 
and cries.  Then Jake stops pulling and looks into Cooper’s 
sad frightened eyes and sees a pain that matches his own.  
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He stares at the sad dog for a few seconds, then shakes his 
head.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Come on, dog.

He pulls Cooper to the car again.  Cooper pulls back, yelping 
loudly.

Jake stands for a few seconds.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Fine...we’ll walk home.

Jake leads Cooper away from the car.  Cooper follows with no 
resistance.

EXT. STREET - DAY35 35

Jake and Cooper walk on the sidewalk.  Cooper trots happily.  
Jake enjoys the walk less with each step.

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, WAITING AREA - EVENING36 36

Trey and Nita stand by the door.  Caroline turns off a light 
in the back and then walks toward them at the door.

CAROLINE
Who’s car is that?

NITA
It’s Mr. Bryant’s.  He walked the 
dog home and left it here.

CAROLINE
Why?

TREY
Dog wouldn’t get in the car.  I saw 
him, pulling and fighting.

CAROLINE
But he seemed so happy to go with 
him...

NITA
Maybe it’s because of whatever 
accident he was in.
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TREY
Border Collies have good memories 
and can be pretty sensitive.

CAROLINE
True.

NITA
Well, I’ve got to call him tomorrow 
anyway.  He left without paying his 
bill. 

CAROLINE
Just mail it out to him.

TREY
You ready to set the alarm?

CAROLINE
Oh...yeah.

Caroline walks to a keypad on the wall next to the door.  She 
punches in a code and then the three of them exit together.

Trey and Nita walk to their vehicles.  Caroline locks the 
door.

INT. EFFICIENCY APARTMENT - NIGHT37 37

Cheryl lies in bed.  The cat lies on the pillow next to hers.  
Caroline scoops out the litter box and throws the bag in the 
trash.  

Cheryl lies there with her red puffy eyes open, watching 
Caroline.  She walks to the bed and sits on the edge, then 
pops up quickly.

CAROLINE
What is that?

She pulls back the quilt, revealing an old photo album.  She 
sits back down with the album in her lap.  She flips through 
old family pictures of her early childhood of happier times.  
She stops on a large picture of a YOUNG MAN, her father, 
holding a young Caroline (about five years old) in his arms.  

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Have you been looking at this?

No answer.
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CAROLINE (CONT’D)
I told you not to.  I should just 
throw these away.

She closes the book and picks it up, contemplating.  She 
tucks it under the bed.  

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Night, Mom.

She kisses her mom on the forehead.  

CHERYL
You can’t throw it away either, can 
you? 

CAROLINE
Night, Mom.

She turns off the lamp.

INT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT38 38

Jake plops down on the sofa. Cooper sits on the floor beneath 
him, watching him.  Cooper pushes Jake’s hand with his nose.  
He pushes Jake’s arm until Jake gives in and pets him.

Jake lifts Coopers ears and searches his body for wounds.  
Jake’s curiosity turns to anguish.

JAKE
Why you and not them?  Why are you 
here?

Cooper continues to stare at Jake as if he doesn’t understand 
him.

Jake throws his head back on the sofa.

JAKE (CONT’D)
(to himself)

Why are you here?

INT. BEDROOM - CONTINUOUS39 39

Cooper jumps onto Elizabeth’s side of the bed and lies down.  
Jake enters and stands in the doorway.  He looks frustrated 
and angry.

JAKE
Get off the bed.
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Cooper looks at him and jumps down.  

Jake rushes to the bed and dusts Cooper’s hair off the quilt 
with his hands.

INT. LIVING ROOM - MORNING40 40

Jake and Cooper lie asleep on the sofa.  The sun shines in 
through the windows.  Jake’s phone rings.  Half asleep, Jake 
answers.

JAKE
Jake Bryant.

CAROLINE (V.O.)
Mr. Bryant.  It’s Dr. Mason.  

JAKE
Yeah...

Jake sits up, realizing that Cooper is lying next to him on 
the sofa.  He nudges Cooper with his leg.  Cooper jumps down.

CAROLINE (V.O.)
Do you need help getting your car?  
Did you want me to have it towed to 
your home?

JAKE
What?  Oh no...that’s...I’ll get it 
when I’m ready.

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, LAB AREA - MORNING41 41

Caroline leans against the wall on the phone.  Trey fills in 
a chart on the counter next to her.

CAROLINE
Well when do you think that might 
be?

JAKE (V.O.)
Do you need me to move it?

CAROLINE
No, I guess not.  I mean, if you 
need to leave it here for a little 
while...I guess that’s fine.

She rolls her eyes, frustrated with him.
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CAROLINE (CONT’D)
How’s Cooper?  Is he eating?

JAKE (V.O.)
Yeah, he’s fine.

CAROLINE
Well...good.  That’s good to hear.  
Well, I guess I’ll let you go.

She hangs up the phone.  Trey looks at her.

TREY
Doc, you’re really obsessed with 
this one aren’t you?

CAROLINE
No.  Did I sound that way?  

TREY
Maybe a little pushy.

CAROLINE
I don’t know why.  I just can’t 
stop thinking about him...how sad 
he looked...

TREY
Mr. Bryant?

CAROLINE
No, of course not...Cooper, the 
dog.

TREY
Oh.  Of course.

CAROLINE
What?  Don’t even start with that, 
Trey.

TREY
What?

CAROLINE
You...trying to set me up with 
every attractive man alive. 

TREY
So you think he’s attractive?

CAROLINE
Trey, I think I’ve told you a 
thousand times, I’m not interested.  
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I don’t need a man to make my life 
complete.

TREY
A thousand and one.

CAROLINE
So stop it.

Trey examines a test tube.  Caroline grabs a chart and enters 
the next exam room.

INT. KITCHEN - DAY42 42

Janice scrubs the kitchen counters.  Jake sits at the kitchen 
table.  Cooper lies on the floor at his feet. 

JAKE
You really don’t have to do this, 
Janice.

JANICE
Jake...This is one thing I can do, 
so please just let me do it.

Janice gets a broom from the pantry and sweeps the floor.

Jake looks at his cell phone.  Five missed calls from 
“Andrew” at “Work.”  Jake turns off the screen and puts the 
phone down.

JANICE (CONT’D)
Good to see you up and dressed.  
You going to the office today?

JAKE
Nah, I’m taking a leave of absence. 

JANICE
Oh.  Have you let them know?

JAKE
I sent an email.

JANICE
Jake...

JAKE
Don’t worry about it.

Cooper gets up and walks to Janice.  She pets him, then looks 
at Jake.
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JANICE
Is your car at the shop?

JAKE
No, I had to leave it at the vet.  
The dog wouldn’t get in it.

Janice kneels and pets Cooper.  She looks into his sad eyes 
and it brings a tear to her eyes.

JANICE
Poor thing.  He’s probably 
traumatized from the wreck.

She pets him.

JANICE (CONT’D)
It had to be...just terrifying.

Jake takes in her words.  He looks at Cooper.  Cooper walks 
to him and puts his nose in his lap.  Jake looks down at him.

Jake whispers to half to Cooper half to himself.

JAKE
Terrifying...

INT. EFFICIENCY APARTMENT - DAY43 43

Cheryl sits in the recliner.  Caroline changes the sheets on 
the bed.

CAROLINE
I don’t know why I felt such a 
connection with this dog.  I mean I 
love dogs.  I love all animals, but 
some dogs are special.  When you 
look into their eyes, you can see 
an intelligence...you can see pain.  
I just knew he was abandoned.  
Maybe that’s why I felt the 
connection...but the guy came back.

CHERYL
No he didn’t.  

CAROLINE
Yes, mom.  This guy came back.

Cheryl shakes her head.
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CHERYL
He never came back.  We did 
something...so he left and never 
came back.

Caroline stops making the bed and looks at her mother.

CAROLINE
What, Mom?  What did we do?

Cheryl turns and looks at her daughter almost thoughtfully.

CHERYL
Fix me a gin and tonic.

Caroline sighs and walks back to finish making the bed.

INT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT44 44

Jake lies on the couch, looking at a picture of Elizabeth.  
His eyes are red, raw from tears.  Cooper sits on the floor 
beneath him.  He licks Jake’s cheek.  Jake wipes his face.

JAKE
Go lay down.

Cooper walks away and lies on the floor across the room.

INT. LIVING ROOM - MORNING45 45

Jake wakes up alone.  He gets up and looks around.  He walks 
to the bedroom doorway.

INT. BEDROOM - CONTINUOUS46 46

Jake stands in the bedroom doorway, looking in.  Cooper lies 
on Elizabeth’s side of the bed.  He hears Jake and lifts his 
head up.  He looks at Jake.  

Jake stares at him.

JAKE
You miss them too?

Jake walks to the bed and lies down next to Cooper.
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INT. BEDROOM - LATER47 47

Jake lies on the bed next to Cooper.  They cuddle together, 
spooning as they lie there.  Both are perfectly still, yet 
neither is asleep.

EXT. NEIGHBORHOOD STREET - DAY48 48

Jake walks Cooper.  

EXT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL - DAY49 49

Jake and Cooper walk toward the parking lot.  Jake leads 
Cooper to his car.  Cooper pulls away as they get close.  

Jake puts a treat on the ground next to the back tire.  
Cooper slowly walks forward and nibbles the treat.  Jake sits 
on the ground next to the tire.  Cooper sits with him right 
next to the car.

JAKE
Good boy.  It’s okay.

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, WAITING AREA - CONTINUOUS50 50

Nita watches Jake and Cooper through the large waiting area 
window.

Caroline walks into the waiting area and sees Nita at the 
window.

CAROLINE
What is he doing?

NITA
That dog really is afraid to get in 
that car.

Caroline looks intrigued.

INT. KITCHEN - DAY51 51

Janice unloads a bag of groceries.  Jake and Cooper enter 
from a walk. 

Jake takes the leash off Cooper and then sits at the kitchen.  
He puts the leash on the table.
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JANICE
I hope you don’t mind I let myself 
in.

Jake shakes his head.

JAKE
It’s fine.

JANICE
I was glad to see you up and out.  
You took Cooper for a walk?

JAKE
Yeah, you were right.  He’s afraid 
to get in a car...after the 
accident.  I think maybe I can help 
him get over it...move past it.

Janice looks at him, surprised at his interest in the dog.

JAKE (CONT’D)
This is one thing I can do.

Janice smiles at him.

EXT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL - DAY52 52

Jake, wearing a different outfit from the day before, walks 
Cooper into the parking lot.  

Jake opens the passenger door.  He puts a treat on the seat.  
Cooper just stares at it.

JAKE
Come on, boy.  Come on, Cooper.  
You can do it.  Come on.

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, RECEPTION AREA - DAY53 53

Caroline searches for a chart.  Nita stands up from her desk 
to watch Jake and Cooper in the parking lot.

NITA
They’re back again.

Caroline finds the chart she was looking for.  She grabs it 
and then quickly walks to Nita’s desk to look out the window.  
They watch as Jake closes the door and sits next to the car 
with Cooper, who eats a treat.
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Caroline stares intently for a few moments, more and more 
curious.  

CAROLINE
You think that accident might have 
been more than a fender bender?

Nita shrugs.

Jake puts the leash back on Cooper and walks him out of the 
parking lot.  Caroline then turns and walks to the back.

INT. CAROLINE’S OFFICE - DAY54 54

Caroline sits at her desk at her computer.  She searches the 
internet, typing in “Jake Bryant” and a city name.

The search result is an obituary.  She clicks on it and uses 
the find tool to highlight Jake’s name in the news spread of 
obituaries.  She finds his highlighted name and reads.

CAROLINE
...survived by loving husband and 
father, Jake Bryant.  What?

She reads the obituary.  She puts her hand over her mouth.  
Her eyes fill with tears.

She gets up and rushes out of the office.

INT. ANIMAL HOSPITAL, RECEPTION AREA - CONTINUOUS55 55

Nita sits at her desk.  Caroline rushes to her.

CAROLINE
Did you mail that bill yet?  For 
Mr. Bryant?

Nita shakes her head.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Good, don’t.

NITA
What is it?

CAROLINE
I knew there was something wrong.  
I could see it in his eyes.

NITA
Mr. Bryant’s?
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CAROLINE
No, Cooper.  It’s no wonder Cooper 
doesn’t ever want to get back in a 
car.

Caroline leans over Nita and opens a web browser on her 
computer.  She types the obituary url.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Cooper was in more than just a 
fender bender.  The other 
passengers were killed.  Look.

Nita scans the monitor.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
That poor dog...

NITA
Poor dog?  Doc!  That poor man...  
How does someone live through 
something like this?  I can’t even 
imagine what I would do...

CAROLINE
Drink yourself to death...

NITA
Doc!

CAROLINE
Sorry....no..I didn’t mean that.  I 
don’t...just...sorry.

NITA
It’s no wonder Mr. Bryant didn’t 
come get the dog right away...and I 
kept bugging him with all those 
messages.  I’m gonna call and 
apologize...

CAROLINE
No, that’ll just make it worse.  He 
probably doesn’t want to be 
bothered.

NITA
Well, I’m going to call that police 
officer and give him a piece of my 
mind...”some kind of accident.”  I 
have his card here somewhere.

Nita rifles through papers on her messy desk.
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Caroline stands there, sadly, taking it all in.  She looks 
out the window at the car.

MONTAGE

Day after day, Jake lures Cooper to the car.  Each time we 
see Jake, he looks a little happier.  

EXT.  HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL - DAY56 56

Jake puts the treat on the floorboard in the front passenger 
area.  Cooper slowly walks to it, but then stops

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, WAITING AREA - DAY57 57

Caroline and Nita stand at the window watching anxiously to 
see if Cooper will get in the car.

EXT.  HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL - DAY58 58

Cooper hesitantly sticks his head in just far enough to eat 
the treat from the floorboard.

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, WAITING AREA - DAY59 59

Trey and Caroline stand together.  They get excited as Cooper 
leans his head in, but then disappointed as he backs away.

Caroline turns to walk to the back.  Trey watches Jake walk 
Cooper out of the parking lot.

TREY
We ever gonna go out and talk to 
him?  Apologize?

CAROLINE
I wouldn’t know what to say.

She walks to the back and closes the door.  Trey looks at 
Nita who shrugs.

EXT.  HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL - DAY60 60

Jake puts the treat on the passenger seat.  Cooper looks at 
it and then turns away.
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INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, WAITING AREA - DAY61 61

Trey, Nita, and Caroline all stand at the window, watching 
eagerly.

EXT.  HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL - DAY62 62

Jake sits in the driver’s seat and sets the treat on the 
passenger seat.  

Cooper stands outside the car.  He looks at Jake and then 
looks at the treat, but then turns and walks away.

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, WAITING AREA - DAY63 63

Nita stares through the glass.  Caroline walks out and stands 
behind her.

CAROLINE
Any luck today?

Nita shakes her head.

NITA
Nope.  He still won’t get in that 
car.

INT. BATHROOM - MORNING64 64

Freshly showered and looking thinner and healthier, Jake 
stands over the bathroom sink, shaving his face.  Cooper sits 
on the floor, watching him shave.  Jake looks at Cooper, then 
Cooper perks up and puts his paws on the bathroom counter in 
excitement.

EXT. STREET - DAY65 65

Jake walks Cooper.  He wears a light coat.  It is now fall.

EXT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL - DAY66 66

Jake and Cooper walk towards his car in the parking lot.  
Jake waves at Caroline, Trey, and Nita who lock up for the 
day.  Trey and Nita head to their vehicles.  Trey nudges 
Caroline, who walks toward Cooper and Jake.

Jake stands in the open car door, engine running.  A treat 
sets on the seat.  Cooper sits in the parking lot, unwilling 
to move.
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Caroline walks up behind Cooper.

CAROLINE
Back again.  You haven’t given up 
yet?  

JAKE
Nope.  He’s getting there.

She smiles at him.  

Jake leans in and turns off the ignition.  

Caroline opens her mouth to speak, but then doesn’t.

Jake pulls out the key and then closes the door.

Again, Caroline attempts to say something.

CAROLINE
Um...

Jake puts the leash back on Cooper.  Then he looks up to hear 
what she has to say.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Maybe treats aren’t the right 
motivation...

Jake shrugs.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
I’m sure he’ll do it when he’s 
ready.  Just give him time.  Time 
heals all wounds.

JAKE
Does it?

Awkward silence.

CAROLINE
No...no, it doesn’t.  

Awkward silence.

JAKE
I’m sorry...

CAROLINE
No, that’s a stupid expression.  
I...I’m famous for saying the wrong 
thing at the wrong time.
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Jake smiles.  Caroline smiles back, sadly.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
I...we...we didn’t know before.  We 
must’ve seemed so...

JAKE
Normal.  It was refreshing to be 
treated normally, not to have you 
looking at me like you felt sorry 
for me...

Realizing she was looking at him with pity, she quickly looks 
down at Cooper to avoid eye contact.

CAROLINE
Good night.

She stoops to pet Cooper before walking to her car.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Night, Cooper.

She walks to her car.  Jake walks Cooper out of the parking 
lot.  She stops and turns back.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
I like your...

She realizes he is too far gone to hear her.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
(to herself)

...face.

She shakes her head and laughs at herself.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
(to herself)

Open mouth, insert foot.

INT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT67 67

Jake removes Cooper’s leash and collapses on the sofa.  
Cooper lies on the floor just in front of the sofa.  

INT. LIVING ROOM - LATER THAT NIGHT68 68

Jake sleeps alone.  He turns his head and wakes slightly at 
the sound of laughter, of Elizabeth, Abby, and Gabe talking 
and laughing.  Jake listens for a moment, and smiles as if 
dreaming.  
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Slowly realizing it is not a dream, he suddenly jumps up and 
rushes toward the sound, which is coming from his bedroom.  

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT69 69

Jake rushes into the room.  The large plastic bag that Dodds 
has brought is on the floor next to the doorway.  Cooper 
backs his head out of the bag with a ball in his mouth.

GABE (V.O.)
Good boy, Cooper.  

Jake looks around.

JAKE
What is that?

Jake empties the bag onto the floor.  Abby’s camera falls to 
the floor with video playing.  Jake picks it up and looks at 
it.  The small viewfinder shows Abby talking into the camera.

ABBY (V.O.)
See Dad, did I promise you 
beautiful scenery or what...

Abby then turns the camera away from her and aims it at 
Elizabeth standing at the top of a scenic overlook.  
Elizabeth looks at the camera and smiles.

ELIZABETH (V.O.)
Isn’t this view amazing?  I wish 
you were here.

Jake clutches the camera.  He weeps as he watches more of the 
video.

INT. ABBY’S BEDROOM - DAY70 70

Jake watches video on Abby’s computer.  In the video, Abby 
shoots a close-up of Gabe throwing a stick.

GABE (V.O.)
Abby...you missed it.  Don’t keep 
the camera on me...

ABBY (V.O.)
I’ll get lots of shots of Cooper, 
but first I want to get a few cut-
aways of you.  Dad says I have to 
shoot with the editing stage in 
mind.
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GABE (V.O.)
Whatever that means.

Gabe throws the stick.  Jake smiles as he watches.  

GABE (CONT’D)
Whoa, did you see that catch?  We 
gotta get him a ball or something.  

Abby videos Cooper fetching and returning several sticks.  
She gets a variety of professional looking angles.  Jake is 
proud as he watches.

INT. ABBY’S BEDROOM - DAY71 71

Jake sits at the computer, watching video.  His cell phone 
rings on the desk.  Andrew’s name and picture appear as the 
caller.  Jake clicks ignore.

Cooper noses Jake to try and get his attention.  Jake pets 
Cooper, but then goes back to the video.  Cooper runs out of 
the room and returns with a ball in his mouth.  He puts his 
front paws on the desk and spits the ball onto the keyboard.  
It hits a button that plays a clip and then repeats it.  The 
CLIP is Elizabeth facing the camera as she closes the trunk.

ELIZABETH (V.O.)
Alright, it’s time...

JAKE
Cooper, no.  What did you hit?

ELIZABETH (V.O.)
It’s time...

Jake pauses the video on Elizabeth’s smiling face.  He picks 
up the ball and throws it.  Cooper runs, fetches it, and 
brings it back.  He drops it in Jake’s lap.  

Jake looks at the ball in his lap and then at Cooper.  He 
suddenly grabs the ball and runs out of the room.

JAKE
Come on, Cooper.

EXT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL - DAY72 72

Jake walks Cooper into the parking lot.  Jake opens the 
passenger side door.  He shows Cooper the ball and then 
tosses it into the car.  Cooper jumps in after it.  
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Jake celebrates his victory as he closes the door and walks 
around to the driver’s side of the vehicle.  He climbs in and 
looks at Cooper.

JAKE
Let’s go for a ride, boy.

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, RECEPTION AREA - DAY73 73

Nita, at her desk with a CUSTOMER right in front of her, 
suddenly jumps up.

NITA
He did it!

She abandons the Customer who stands there holding out his 
credit card.  She runs to the back, screaming.

NITA (CONT’D)
Dr. Mason!  He did it!  

Caroline runs into the waiting area.  She looks out the 
window and sees that the car is gone.  Trey walks up behind 
her.

TREY
Yay, the dog’s alright.  So now we 
can quit obsessing over this and 
move on.

She nods as if she agrees, but her face says differently.

INT. ANDREW’S OFFICE - DAY74 74

Jake walks in with Cooper on the leash.  Andrew looks up, 
pleasantly surprised to see Jake.

ANDREW
Jake...hey.  It’s been months, 
buddy.  I’ve been trying to call 
you.  I’d given up ever hearing 
from you again. 

Jake nods, unsure how to respond.  Andrew breaks the awkward 
silence.

ANDREW (CONT’D)
The feedback from beta testers was 
awesome.  We’ve already pre-sold a 
thousand units. Have a seat.  I’ll 
bring you up to speed.
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Andrew rifles through some papers.

ANDREW (CONT’D)
I am so glad you’re ready to come 
back.  It hasn’t been the same...

JAKE
Andrew, I’m here to resign.

ANDREW
What?  Jake, you don’t want to do 
that now...

JAKE
Yes.  Yes, I do.  Some of the best 
hours of my life were spent, 
teaching Abby to shoot and edit 
and...that’s what I want to do.

Andrew stares at him, dumbfounded.

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, WAITING ROOM - DAY75 75

Trey gives Nita some charts to file.  

Caroline walks a PATIENT and his OWNER out of the building.  
She pulls the door closed behind them and then looks out into 
the parking lot.

TREY
Looking for something?

CAROLINE
Just checking on the weather.

Caroline walks back through the doorway to the lab area.

Trey turns to Nita, once Caroline has gone.

TREY
She can’t stop thinking about him.

NITA
The guy?

TREY
No, the dog.

Nita is disappointed.

NITA
Oh.  Why couldn’t it be the guy?

42.



TREY
A widower?

NITA
Or another guy...or any guy.

INT. EFFICIENCY APARTMENT - NIGHT76 76

Cheryl sits in the recliner.  Caroline finishes making the 
bed and then cleans the litter box.  She throws out the trash 
bag and then sits on the coffee table across from her mother 
in the recliner.

CAROLINE
At work, there was this dog, a 
really smart dog.  He was in a car 
accident and his owner was killed.  
After that, he wouldn’t get into a 
car, wouldn’t even go near one, but 
then finally, just this week, he 
did.  He got over it.  He was 
grieving and miserable and scared, 
but then he got over it.  He jumped 
back into a car after only a few 
months.  Why couldn’t you do it?  
Why couldn’t you ever jump back in 
that car, Mom?

CHERYL
Fix me a gin and tonic.

CAROLINE
No!

Caroline calms herself down, takes a deep breath and stands 
up.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
I’ll see you Friday.

EXT.  PARK - DAY77 77

Jake jogs with Cooper.  They jog on a trail through fall 
colored leaves.  The trail feeds to a large grassy area.  

As they enter the grassy area, Jake stops jogging.  He looks 
across the field at a picnic area.  

A FAMILY is enjoying a birthday picnic.

Jake stands and watches the family, staring, unable to move.  
Cooper looks up at him and barks.  Cooper tugs at his leash.
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JAKE
Alright, boy.

Jake and Cooper take off jogging again.

INT. KITCHEN - DAY78 78

Jake and Janice sit at the table sharing a meal.

JANICE
My church is having a clothing 
drive this week.  Did you read 
about that apartment fire downtown?  
Some families lost everything.

JAKE
Yeah, I read about that.  

JANICE
Would you like to donate some 
clothes?

JAKE
Um...yeah.  I’m sure I’ve got some 
old things.

JANICE
They need children’s clothing...

JAKE
Don’t push it, Janice.  I’ll think 
about it.

JANICE
You driving out to see your parents 
for the holidays?

Jake shrugs.

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, WAITING AREA - EVENING79 79

A large Christmas tree takes up one wall of the waiting room.  
The tree is decorated with dog treats, dog toys, and pictures 
of animals.

Trey unplugs the tree lights.

Nita turns off her monitor.

Caroline turns off the lights in the back as she enters the 
waiting area.  
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Trey and Nita wait for her at the door.

TREY
Doc, a bunch of us are meeting up 
for a little party tonight.  You 
wanna come?

CAROLINE
Hmm...nah.

TREY
Come on.

CAROLINE
Nah...I’ve got plans.

Caroline types in the alarm code.

NITA
(doubtful)

Uh-hmm.

The three of them exit.  Caroline locks the door.

INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT80 80

Jake sits on the floor with Cooper.  He opens a gift box and 
takes out a bag of fancy chocolate candies.

JAKE
Ahh, something for me.  Cooper, you 
shouldn’t have.

Jake looks at Cooper with a grateful smile, Cooper licks him 
on the face.

Then he takes out a frisbee and a large dog bone.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Wow and two things for you.  Merry 
Christmas, Cooper.

Jake hugs Cooper and rubs his ears.

INT. CAROLINE’S LIVING ROOM - NIGHT81 81

Caroline sits on her sofa with Baxter, an old greyhound.

CAROLINE
Merry Christmas, Baxter.
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Caroline takes a sip of hot chocolate.  She looks around the 
empty living room.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
(to herself)

Merry Christmas.

She takes out her cell phone and dials a number.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Hey Sherri, it’s Caroline Mason, 
Cheryl’s daughter....Can you have 
someone clean the litter box?  I’m 
not gonna be able to come by for a 
few days... Oh yeah, busy 
holidays...

EXT. STREET - DAY82 82

Jake, in a winter coat, walks Cooper.

EXT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL - DAY83 83

Jake and Cooper walk into the parking lot.

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, WAITING AREA - DAY84 84

Jake and Cooper walk in.  Nita smiles at them.

NITA
I thought he was okay with cars 
now.

JAKE
We just like to walk.

Jake and Cooper sit in the waiting area.  Jake pets Cooper as 
he looks around at the other PET OWNERS and smiles.

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, EXAM ROOM - DAY85 85

Trey restrains Cooper as Caroline gives him a shot.

CAROLINE
And there you go.  All done.

Jake pets Cooper.

JAKE
That wasn’t so bad, huh?
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Trey releases Cooper and leads him down from the table.

CAROLINE
How’s he been doing?

JAKE
Great.  He’s doing great.

CAROLINE
And you?

JAKE
Me?

CAROLINE
How are you doing?  

JAKE
Well Cooper and I have been getting 
lots of exercise.  He loves to run.  
The cold weather doesn’t seem to 
bother him at all.  

CAROLINE
You’re lucky to have him.

JAKE
Yeah...

Jake nods awkwardly.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Welp...we done?

CAROLINE
Um...yeah.  Trey will uh...Trey can 
meet you in the waiting room with 
your new tags.

JAKE
Thanks.  Come on, Cooper.

He takes Cooper’s leash and leads him out of the exam room.

INT. JAKE’S BEDROOM - DAY86 86

Jake prints out a resume.  He shows it to Cooper as he pulls 
it out of the printer.

JAKE
What do ya think?  You think 
anyone’ll hire me?
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He rubs Cooper’s ears.

JAKE (CONT’D)
You think I should just stay home 
with you all the time, don’t ya?  
Yeah...

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, RECEPTION AREA - DAY87 87

Nita rifles through a messy stack of papers on her desk.  A 
few papers fall on the floor.  One of them is a faxed copy of 
a “Missing Dog” flyer.  It includes a large picture of 
Cooper, a phone number, and an address.  

Nita picks up the paper from the floor.  She looks at it, 
studies it curiously.

NITA
Dr. Mason.  

She carries the fax into the lab area.

Trey and Caroline are laughing and chit-chatting as they view 
and chart test results.

NITA (CONT’D)
Dr. Mason, I thought you might want 
to see this right away.

She holds up the flyer.  Caroline takes it from her.

CAROLINE
This has to be a different dog. 

Trey looks at the picture and then smirks at Caroline.

TREY
Doc, look at those eyes.  You know 
it’s him.

Caroline takes the picture.  She turns and walks to her 
office.

TREY (CONT’D)
You gonna call?

She walks into her office and closes the door without 
answering him.
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INT. CAROLINE’S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS88 88

She sets the fax on her desk, sits down and stares through 
it.  She picks it up and tosses it on to the top of a stack 
of papers in a recycling box.

EXT. SIDEWALK - DAY89 89

Jake walks Cooper past the animal hospital.  They continue 
along the sidewalk.  

Caroline walks an old dog, who’s barely able to see or walk.

She looks ahead and sees Jake with Cooper.

CAROLINE
Come on, Daisy.

She pulls at the leash, dragging DAISY, the poor, old, 
panting dog as she rushes to catch up to Jake and Cooper, who 
never turn around to see her.

Daisy lies down on the ground and groans.  Caroline suddenly 
stops pulling and sits on the ground next to Daisy.  She hugs 
and pets her.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Oh my gosh, Daisy, I’m so sorry.  
What was I even doing?  This is 
ridiculous.

INT. CAROLINE’S OFFICE - DAY90 90

The office phone rings.  Caroline walks in and answers the 
phone.  She sits on her desk as she talks.

CAROLINE
Dr. Caroline Mason...I know...I’m 
sorry.  Can you just have someone 
clean out the litter box again 
today, and I promise I’ll be out 
there this weekend.

She hangs up the phone.  She looks at the recycling box, at 
the fax on top.  She takes the fax out of the box and stares 
at the picture of Cooper - at his eyes.

EXT. FRONT YARD - DAY91 91

Establish Bryant’s house.  Caroline’s car pulls into the 
driveway.  
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INT. CAROLINE’S CAR - DAY92 92

Caroline looks at herself in the rearview mirror.  She wipes 
her eyes and presses her cheeks.

EXT. FRONT YARD - CONTINUOUS93 93

Caroline gets out of the car and walks to the front door.  
She knocks on the door.  

Jake opens the door.  Caroline looks at him and then looks at 
the “missing dog” flyer she is holding.

EXT.  DECK/BACKYARD - DAY93A 93A

Jake and Caroline sit on the deck.  Jake throws a ball to 
Cooper.

CAROLINE
Nita just found it under some 
papers last week.

Jake takes the paper and looks at it.  Cooper lies down 
beside him on the deck.  He pets Cooper as he looks at the 
paper.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
There’s a number.  I didn’t call.  
I thought I would leave it up to 
you.  No one would blame you if you 
just threw this paper away.

Caroline pets Cooper.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
The address is way out near 
Floresville. It might not even be 
him.  

Jake holds the picture up next to Cooper - identical match.  
Jake smirks at Caroline.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
If you do decide to call them, let 
me know.  I’ll go with you...just 
to make sure it’s a safe home.  A 
smart dog like Cooper wouldn’t... I 
mean... maybe he had a reason to 
run away.
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INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT94 94

Jake uses a magnet to hang the fax on the refrigerator.  

He pours food in Cooper’s food dish. He sits on the floor 
with him and eats Chinese takeout while they talk.

JAKE
So what do you wanna do?  You gonna
leave me now?

INT.  BEDROOM - NIGHT95 95

Jake and Cooper spoon on the bed.  Jake is awake and staring 
off into space.

INT. BEDROOM - DAY96 96

Jake sits on the bed.  Janice organizes Elizabeth’s clothes, 
putting them neatly into boxes.

JANICE
I say don’t do it.

Janice slides a full box into the corner and opens a new one.

JANICE (CONT’D)
Jake, you should’ve seen yourself.  
You just moped around.  You looked 
like hell, and now you’re up and 
out and about.  You look better.  
You certainly smell better.  If you 
give Cooper back, you’ll be alone 
again, and that’s not good Jake.  
It’s never good to be alone.

Cooper jumps on the bed and sits next to Jake.  Jake pets 
him, appreciatively.  Jake looks into Cooper’s eyes as he 
pets him...searching for an answer.

EXT. FRONT DOOR - DAY97 97

Caroline rings the doorbell.  Jake answers.

CAROLINE
You sure you want to do this?

Jake nods.
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EXT. FRONT YARD - DAY98 98

Cooper jumps into the back seat of Jake’s car.  Caroline 
opens the passenger door.

JAKE
Thanks for coming with me.

CAROLINE
Of course.

She gets into the car.  Jake gets in on the driver’s side.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
I should warn you.  I can be really 
emotional when it comes to animals.  
I know that’s unprofessional of 
me...

JAKE
No, it’s what makes you a great vet 
I’m sure.

CAROLINE
So...you won’t tell anyone if I cry 
like a baby.

Jake crosses his heart and “zips” his lips.

EXT. COUNTRY ROAD - DAY99 99

Jake drives on an old country road using a GPS to locate the 
address.

JAKE
Wow, you came a long way, buddy.

INT. CAR - CONTINUOUS100 100

He looks back and pats Cooper on the head.

CAROLINE
I can’t believe he just showed up 
on your doorstep...from all the way 
out here...I still can’t even 
believe he’s alive.

JAKE
I know.  It’s a miracle.

Jake pauses surprised at himself for saying that out loud.
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Caroline smiles at him.

EXT. COUNTRY ROAD - DAY101 101

Jake pulls over onto the side of the road just in front of a 
long dirt driveway. 

INT. JAKE’S CAR - CONTINUOUS102 102

Jake looks back at Cooper.  Caroline watches as he turns back 
and clutches the steering wheel.

CAROLINE
We can just turn around.

JAKE
They’re expecting us.

Jake turns back and scratches Cooper’s neck and back.

JAKE (CONT’D)
They probably miss you as much as 
I’m going to.

EXT. COUNTRY ROAD - DAY103 103

Jake’s car turns onto a long dirt driveway.  The driveway 
leads to an old ranch house.  The ranch is on a large area of 
land.  The driveway runs between a horse corral and a large 
pond.

INT. CAR - CONTINUOUS104 104

Jake puts the car in park in front of the ranch house.

JAKE
This is it.  We’re here.

Jake turns off the car.  He gives Cooper one last pet and 
hug.  Then he looks at Caroline who is crying already.  

She laughs through her red teary eyes.

CAROLINE
I’m sorry...I’m sorry.

She wipes her eyes as she opens her door to get out.  

Cooper jumps out and runs straight to the horse corral.  
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JAKE
This is definitely the place.

Jake walks to get Cooper from the corral while Caroline walks 
toward the house.  As Caroline walks along the small path to 
the ranch house, BOBBIE, an older woman, walks toward her on 
the path.  Bobbie looks at Cooper at the horse corral.

BOBBIE
He always loved watchin over the 
horses.

Caroline smiles.

BOBBIE (CONT’D)
That Mr. Bryant? The one who found 
him?

CAROLINE
Yes,and I’m...

Bobbie turns and walks away.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
...Caroline Mason.

EXT. HORSE CORRAL - CONTINUOUS105 105

Jake stands, leaning on the fence, watching Cooper as he sits 
and watches the horses.  

Bobbie walks to the fence and stands next to Jake.  She leans 
on the fence.

BOBBIE
Seth taught him how to lead the 
horses.  He was a natural... got 
that herdin instinct.

JAKE
Yeah, he’s a smart dog.

Jake looks down and pets Cooper.  Bobbie watches them 
together.

BOBBIE 
Come on now.  Let’s go up to the 
house and talk a bit.
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EXT. FRONT PATIO - EVENING106 106

Caroline watches from the patio steps as Cooper, Jake, and 
Bobbie walk toward her.

Bobbie walks to the front door, opens it, and shouts in.

BOBBIE
Seth, bring that tea on out here.

Bobbie sits in a chair by an old table.  

BOBBIE (CONT’D)
Have a seat.

Caroline sits in a chair by the door.  Jake sits in the chair 
next to her.  Cooper lies down on the ground in front of 
Jake.

SETH, an older man, carries a tray with four glasses of tea 
onto the patio.  He sets the tray down on the table and sits 
next to Bobbie.  He looks immediately at Cooper.  His eyes 
fill with excitement.

SETH
Hank!  Come here, boy.

Cooper looks at Jake.  He stays next to Jake’s leg.

SETH (CONT’D)
Did you forget me already, boy?
Bobbie, he don’t remember me.  
Hank, come.

Cooper stays.  Jake looks down, unsure what to do.

JAKE
Go on, Cooper.

Cooper walks to Seth.  Seth pets him.  Then Cooper quickly 
walks back to Jake and sits on the floor in front of him.  

Bobbie passes the tea to Caroline and Jake.

CAROLINE
Thank you.

BOBBIE
How long ago did you find him?

JAKE
Just a few months...
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CAROLINE
Nine months ago...

Jake looks at her puzzled, not believing it’s been that long.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Yeah, it was June.

BOBBIE
Really, well that’s right when he 
went missin. He musta gone 
straight to ya.

CAROLINE
Why do you think he ran away?  And 
how did he get so far from home?

SETH
You’ll probably think we’re crazy, 
but he just showed up on our 
doorstep a couple years back...

BOBBIE
Right after...

SETH
There was an accident...our 
grandson had come to stay with us 
for the summer and...

BOBBIE
We think he was trying to fish 
somethin outta the creek and he 
fell in...

SETH
We never even knew he was out 
there.  The police come out...we 
searched for him for two days 
before they found him in the creek.  
It was awful.

BOBBIE
The next morning, we heard a 
commotion in the barn.  Seth went 
in to check it out and found Hank 
in there barkin at the horses.

SETH
I took him into the house and fed 
him, and then he just felt like 
our’s.
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BOBBIE
Hank was such a comfort to us after 
that.  I don’t think we woulda made 
it through last year without him. 
He was like a miracle... Then all 
of a sudden he just took off.

SETH
Started to think maybe we just 
dreamt the whole thing up.

BOBBIE
Well I thought maybe he went back 
home to wherever he was from.

CAROLINE
Wow...

Jake cuts her off, obviously not wanting to share his story.

JAKE
Well, I guess we better be heading 
out.

Jake and Caroline get up.  They stop to pet Cooper. 

Bobbie stands up.

BOBBIE
Hank, come.  Come here boy.

Cooper looks at her, but doesn’t move.  

Jake and Caroline walk sadly toward his car.

BOBBIE (CONT’D)
Wait. You call him.  

They both stop and turn around

JAKE
What?

BOBBIE
Go on now... call him to you.

JAKE
Come here, Cooper.

Cooper walks to Jake and sits in front of him.  Bobbie and 
Seth walk toward them.
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BOBBIE
Maybe we aren’t so crazy after 
all...

Bobbie kneels down and pets Cooper.

SETH
You need him now, dontcha?

Jake nods. 

BOBBIE
We really just wanted to make sure 
he was okay.  Those coyotes make 
for a quick wrestle if you know 
what I mean.  

JAKE
Yes ma’am.

BOBBIE
It’s not like we got papers on him 
or anything.  He’s no more ours 
than he is yours.

JAKE
Thanks.

BOBBIE
You all better be gettin along.  
It’s near supper time.

JAKE
Thank you so much... and I’m so 
sorry about your grandson.

SETH
Thank you.

CAROLINE
This is really wonderful of you.

BOBBIE
Ya’ll take care of each other.

CAROLINE
Oh we’re not...we’re just friends.

Bobbie smiles and nods.

SETH
Ya’ll have a safe drive back.
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Jake, Cooper, and Caroline get in the car.  Cooper hops 
happily into the back seat.

INT. JAKE’S CAR - NIGHT107 107

Jake turns on the engine.  Cooper sits in the back.  Jake 
turns and pets him, then he looks at Caroline who smiles at 
him.

JAKE
No tears of joy?

CAROLINE
I don’t do tears of joy.

EXT. COUNTRY ROAD - NIGHT108 108

Jake’s car drives away from the house.

INT. JAKE’S CAR - NIGHT109 109

Cooper lies down on the back seat.  Caroline looks back at 
him and then at Jake.

CAROLINE
So what did you think of their 
story?

JAKE
Kind of kooky huh?

CAROLINE
You don’t think there’s anything to 
it?

JAKE
Strange coincidence I guess.

Caroline shrugs.  She turns to the back and pets Cooper.

CAROLINE
I think it’s more than that.  

Jake shrugs.

Caroline gives Cooper one last pet and then turns back to 
Jake.
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CAROLINE (CONT’D)
I know this is gonna sound strange, 
but thank you so much for helping 
Cooper to get over his fear of 
cars... watching you working with 
him, I don’t know why, but it just 
really meant a lot to me.

JAKE
Yeah...it meant a lot to me too.

CAROLINE
Seeing him overcome that...

JAKE
Yeah...

CAROLINE
Everyone in the office was rooting 
for him...

JAKE
I saw that.

Caroline turns back to Cooper, avoiding eye contact with 
Jake.

CAROLINE
Did you ever wish you had never met 
her?

Jake looks at her oddly curious.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Your wife... Did you ever feel like 
the pain was so much that it 
would’ve been better to have never 
loved them in the first place?

JAKE
(matter of fact, slightly 
offended)

No...never.

CAROLINE
I’m sorry.  That was rude or 
strange, I’m sorry...

She turns back around and stares out the window, frustrated 
with herself.

JAKE
Did you ever lose someone?
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CAROLINE
Not like that.  My father walked 
out when I was seven.  

She turns back to Jake who glances at her sympathetically.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
And sometimes I think I would give 
anything for someone to call and 
say that he had really died 
somehow.  

She turns back to Cooper and pets him.

JAKE
I think I would give anything for 
Elizabeth to have just taken the 
kids and walked out on me...

Jake stares at the road ahead of him, thinking.  

Caroline scratches Cooper behind the ears, also lost in 
thought.

Jake turns to her.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Thank you for doing this.

CAROLINE
No problem.  I’ll send you the bill 
on Monday.

They laugh.

INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT110 110

Jake sits on the floor with Cooper eating fast food while 
Cooper eats from his food dish.

JAKE
Glad you decided to stay.

Cooper looks up at Jake.  Jake pets him.

61.



INT. SCHOOL, MEDIA CLASSROOM - DAY111 111

A plaque on the wall reads, “The Abby Bryant Media Center.”  
Several students walk into the media classroom which has 
several computers and video equipment.

Jake stands at the front of the room, writing his name on the 
white board.

INT. ANIMAL HOSPITAL, EXAM ROOM - DAY112 112

Trey holds a dog still on the exam table while Caroline 
prepares a shot.  She holds the needle up.  Trey struggles to 
restrain the large dog.

CAROLINE
That’s more than a strange 
coincidence, right?

TREY
Maybe.

CAROLINE
Maybe that’s his mission, his 
job...to help people move on.

Trey struggles to keep the dog restrained.

TREY
Dr. Mason...

CAROLINE
Oh, sorry.

She quickly injects the needle.

INT. EFFICIENCY APARTMENT - NIGHT113 113

Cheryl lies in bed.  Caroline sits in a chair leaning on the 
bed to be close to Cheryl as she talks.

CAROLINE
He’s moving on with no regrets.  
He’s not giving up on life.  Why 
were you such a coward? He doesn’t 
even have anybody.  All he has is a 
dog to help him.  You had me.  You 
should’ve gotten over him for me.  
You should’ve been there to help 
me...you made me afraid to love 
anybody.  
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Cheryl stares at the ceiling, no response.  

Caroline rests her head on the bed next to her mother.  She 
cries.  A tear streams down Cheryl’s cheek.

CHERYL
(whispering) I’m sorry.

EXT. SIDEWALK - DAY114 114

Caroline walks an old overweight dog.  Jake and Cooper pass 
her.  Jake forces Cooper to slow down.

JAKE
Is that one yours?

CAROLINE
Oh no no. This is Milo.  We’re 
just doing a little physical 
therapy, trying to help Milo lose a 
little weight.

JAKE
Do you have a dog?

CAROLINE
Yep, Baxter.  He’s a greyhound, a 
retired racer, emphasis on the word 
retired.  He’s about as slow as 
Milo now.

JAKE
Well, Cooper and I are going for a 
walk in the park Saturday morning.  
You and Baxter should join us.

CAROLINE
Okay...yeah...sure.

JAKE
Great.  We’ll meet you there around 
ten.

She nods smiling.

Jake waves as he and Cooper speed back up and take off down 
the sidewalk.

Caroline realizes she still has a smile plastered on her face 
and quickly removes it.
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EXT. PARK - DAY115 115

Caroline walks Baxter.  Jake takes the leash off Cooper.

CAROLINE
So how was your first week at the 
new job?

JAKE
Outstanding.

Jake throws a disc across the field.  Cooper runs and catches 
the disc in mid-air.

CAROLINE
Wow, when did you teach him to do 
that?

JAKE
I didn’t. 

CAROLINE
Well somebody did.

JAKE
Yeah, somebody trained this dog to 
do a lot of things.  Watch this.  
Cooper, bring it here.

Cooper brings the disc and drops it at Jake’s feet.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Cooper, sit.

He sits.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Cooper, stay.

Jake walks away.  Cooper stays.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Cooper, go put this frisbee on the 
bench over there.

Cooper picks up the disc and carries it to the bench.

CAROLINE
You’re kidding me.  

JAKE
I know...
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CAROLINE
It’s like he’s perfect.  He does 
whatever you tell him.

JAKE
I guess Bobbie and Seth trained 
him, worked with him.

Cooper suddenly runs across the field to a picnic area.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Cooper, stop.  Come back here, boy.

Cooper ignores him and runs to a table where a young woman is 
sitting.

CAROLINE
I guess nobody’s perfect.

Jake and Caroline watch as the woman pets Cooper.

They walk toward the picnic area.  As we get closer to the 
YOUNG WOMAN, we see that she looks pale and weak.  She wears 
a hat on what looks like a bald head.  She talks to Cooper as 
she pets him.

YOUNG WOMAN
Sweet boy.

Jake and Caroline stand behind her.  

YOUNG WOMAN (CONT’D)
Is he yours?

Jake nods.

YOUNG WOMAN (CONT’D)
He’s a sweetie.

Caroline watches intently as the young woman hugs and pets 
Cooper.

INT. CAROLINE’S OFFICE - DAY116 116

Caroline walks in and sits at her desk.  Her office phone 
beeps.

NITA (V.O.)
Doc, call for you on line one.

Caroline presses the line one button and picks up the phone.
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CAROLINE
Dr. Caroline Mason.

She sits in silence, listening to the voice on the other end 
of the line.  

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
I’ll be right there.

Her hand shakes as she hangs up the phone.

INT. EFFICIENCY APARTMENT - NIGHT117 117

The bed is stripped down to just the mattress.  Boxes on the 
floor are filled with toiletries and nick-nacks. The cat is 
in a kennel.  The litter box is empty.

SHERRI, an orderly, stands behind Caroline as she packs 
Cheryl’s clothes into a box.

Then she reaches under the bed and finds the photo album.  
She looks at it for a moment and then tosses it into a trash 
can.

SHERRI
You don’t want to hang on to that?

CAROLINE
Oh no, we’ve been hanging on to 
that long enough.

EXT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL - DAY118 118

Jake walks Cooper past the building.  He looks around for 
Caroline, but the lights are off and the “Closed” sign is on 
the door.

INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT119 119

Jake sits on the floor with Cooper.  Jake eats the last of 
fast food french fries.

He picks up his cell phone and dials a number.  He waits as 
voice-mail picks up.

JAKE
Caroline, it’s Jake.  I noticed the 
office was closed.  I guess maybe 
you’re out of town.  Just give me a 
call when you get a chance.
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He hangs up the phone and pets Cooper.

INT. CAROLINE’S BEDROOM - NIGHT120 120

Caroline lies in bed, weeping.  Baxter lies behind her.  The 
cat lies at her feet. 

She cries into her pillow.

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT121 121

Jake and Cooper lie on the bed.  Jake wraps his arms around 
Cooper as he sleeps.  Cooper lies awake, perfectly still, but 
awake, looking into the darkness of the room.

INT. BEDROOM - MORNING122 122

Jake wakes up in the bed alone.  He sits up and looks around.

JAKE
Cooper?

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL - DAY123 123

Jake storms into the waiting room.  Nita looks up at him like 
he’s crazy.

JAKE
Where’s Caroline?

NITA
She’s with a patient.

JAKE
Which room?

NITA
You can’t go back there.

Jake goes anyway.  He walks down the hallway.

JAKE
Caroline!?

An exam room door opens.  Caroline walks out immediately 
shushing Jake.  Trey follows, closing the door behind him.

CAROLINE
What are you doing?  What’s wrong?
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JAKE
He’s gone.  I just got up this 
morning and he was gone...

CAROLINE
Cooper?

JAKE
Yeah, he’s just gone.  I checked 
everywhere.

She puts her hands on his shoulders to calm him.

CAROLINE
Calm down...

JAKE
(cutting her off)

Floresville... I bet he went back 
there.

Jake rushes out.

CAROLINE
No...

He’s gone before she can even get the words out.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
...he didn’t.

She shakes her head in sad frustration and takes a deep 
breath.  

TREY
How do you know?

CAROLINE
Because I know where he went.

TREY
Where?

CAROLINE
To help the next person...

She walks back into the exam room.  Trey follows her, 
confused.

EXT. CRAWFORD RANCH - DAY124 124

Jake’s car parks in the driveway.  He jumps out and rushes to 
the door.
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EXT. FRONT DOOR - CONTINUOUS125 125

Jake knocks heavily on the door.  Seth opens it.

SETH
Mr. Bryant...

JAKE
Is he here?  Did he come back here?

Seth shakes his head.

SETH
Hank?  We haven’t seen him.
Come on in.

Jake steps in the doorway.

INT. RANCH HOUSE - CONTINUOUS126 126

Seth closes the door behind Jake. 

SETH
Can I get you something to drink?

Seth walks to the fridge which is covered with pictures.  
Each picture is of a different person or group on horseback.

SETH (CONT’D)
All we got is tea and soda.

JAKE
I’m okay.

SETH
You sure?

JAKE
Cooper ran away this morning.

Seth nods sympathetically as he takes out a soda and closes 
the fridge.

SETH
Maybe he’ll come back.  He might be 
waitin for ya when ya get home.

Jake shakes his head.

JAKE
Did you train him?  To sit or 
fetch?
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SETH
No, he came to us already trained.  
He was obedient from day one.  Took 
to the horses in a snap.

Jake’s eyes are suddenly drawn to the pictures behind Seth’s 
head.  He squints, focusing on one picture.  He walks to it.  
Jake stares intently at the picture.  The picture is of 
Elizabeth, Abby, and Gabe each on their own horse, smiling at 
the camera.

JAKE
What are you doing with this?  What 
is this?

Seth turns to look at the picture.

JAKE (CONT’D)
How do you know my family?  What is 
this?

Seth takes the picture down and holds it in his hand.  
Looking over his glasses.

SETH
It’s from the trail ride.  

JAKE
What?

Jake takes a deep breath, calming down.

SETH
We run a trail ride.  Folks come up 
and pay to ride the trail for a 
day.  Bobbie likes to take their 
pictures.

Jake steps back, looking through the collage of pictures.

JAKE (V.O.)
Horseback riding and now a nature 
hike?

ELIZABETH (V.O.)
That’s the best part about having 
summer’s off.  You’re just jealous.

JAKE 
I am.

SETH
Mr. Bryant?
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Jake rushes out.  Seth, confused, tries to open the door for 
him, but he’s through it and gone before Seth manages to 
move.

EXT. FARM ROAD - DAY127 127

Jake’s car drives away from the ranch house.

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, RECEPTION AREA - DAY128 128

Caroline brings charts to the front desk.  Trey cleans the 
counters.  Nita organizes some files.

NITA
Are you sure you don’t want me to 
make some phone calls before I go?

Caroline shakes her head.

NITA (CONT’D)
But shouldn’t we be doing something 
to help find him?

CAROLINE
No, he’s fine.

NITA
How come you’re not upset?  Usually 
any time a dog goes missing, you 
get all weepy eyed.

Caroline shrugs as she files her last chart.

TREY
She’s been acting weird like that 
all morning.

NITA
Hmmm...

CAROLINE
We ready to lock up?

TREY
We’re ready if you are.

They walk to the door.  Caroline sets the alarm and the three 
of them exit the building.
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EXT. HIGHWAY - DAY129 129

Jake’s car drives quickly along the highway.

INT. JAKE’S CAR - CONTINUOUS130 130

Jake beats the steering wheel, distraught.

JAKE
Think...  Where would he go?  Why 
would he go?  He’s just a 
dog...just a normal dog...

INT. CAROLINE’S LIVING ROOM - DAY131 131

Caroline opens the door and walks in.  She puts down her 
purse and briefcase.

CAROLINE
Baxter?

INT. CAROLINE’S KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS132 132

She walks into the kitchen and pours food into a dish.

CAROLINE
Baxter!  Come here, boy.

She shakes the food bag.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Baxter!

INT. CAROLINE’S BEDROOM - DAY133 133

Caroline rushes into the bedroom.  Baxter lies on the bed.  
She stands in the doorway, looking at him.

CAROLINE
Baxter?

Baxter lifts his head and looks at her.  

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Baxter, you old deaf dog, you 
scared me.

She walks to pet him.  As she turns to sit on the bed, a loud 
scratching noise comes from the front door.
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INT. CAROLINE’S LIVING ROOM - DAY134 134

Caroline walks through the living room to the door.  She 
opens the door to find Cooper sitting at her doorstep.  She 
kneels down to pet him.

CAROLINE
Cooper, what are you doing here?  
Are you okay?

Cooper licks her cheek.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Where’s Jake?

She leans out through the doorway.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Jake?!

She looks around, but no one is there.  Cooper walks into the 
living room and jumps up on her sofa.

She closes the door and sits on the sofa next to Cooper.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Cooper, how did you get here?  

EXT. HILL COUNTRY HIGHWAY - DAY135 135

Jake’s car drives around a curve which winds around a large 
hill.  He drives along the same stretch of road where 
Elizabeth and the kids were killed.

INT. CAROLINE’S LIVING ROOM - DAY136 136

Caroline stands up from the sofa.  Cooper jumps down.

CAROLINE
Come on, let’s go find Jake.

They rush out and close the door.

EXT. HIKING TRAIL - DAY137 137

Jake hikes up the trail.  We see a series of shots of Jake at 
various points on the trail: trotting, resting, admiring 
nature, walking in a daze, etc...
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EXT. SCENIC OVERLOOK - DAY138 138

Jake reaches the top.  

JAKE
Cooper?

He looks around.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Of course he’s not here.

He looks out at the beautiful scenery, standing roughly in 
the same place Elizabeth stood in the video.

JAKE (CONT’D)
It is amazing.  

The sun begins to set.

JAKE (CONT’D)
I’m gonna be okay.

EXT. HIKING TRAIL - EVENING139 139

Jake walks down the trail.  He has trouble seeing in the 
dark.  A flashlight suddenly shines in his direction.  

Caroline stands in the middle of the trail holding a 
flashlight.

CAROLINE
Jake?

JAKE
What are you doing here?

CAROLINE
Looking for you.

Cooper walks in front of her.  Jake rushes to him and hugs 
and pets him.

JAKE
Where did you find him?

CAROLINE
He found me.

JAKE
What?

74.



CAROLINE
I don’t know.  He just showed up at 
my house.  I thought he went to the 
girl...the woman from the park, but 
for some reason, he came to me.

JAKE
The woman from the park?  

CAROLINE
The one who looked ill.

JAKE
He must’ve followed your scent.

She sighs, irritated.

JAKE (CONT’D)
What?

CAROLINE
Do you really believe that?

JAKE
Caroline, he’s just a normal dog, 
not a miracle.

They turn and the three of them walk down the trail together.

EXT. HIKING TRAIL PARKING AREA - NIGHT140 140

Caroline’s car is parked next to Jake’s.  Jake, Caroline, and 
Cooper exit the trail.

Jake opens the back door to his car.

JAKE
Come on, Cooper.

Cooper backs away from the car, refusing to jump in.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Come on, boy.  It’s okay.  You can 
do it, remember.

Cooper sits on the ground and doesn’t move.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Maybe he remembers this place and 
what happened...

Caroline opens her car.  Before she gets in, Cooper rushes 
past her and jumps in.  
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He makes his way to the front passenger seat and sits down.  
Caroline looks at him and then looks at Jake.

Jake walks over to her car.

JAKE (CONT’D)
He came to you?

CAROLINE
Just showed up on my doorstep.

JAKE
So what does that mean?

CAROLINE
I don’t know.

Jake opens the passenger side door of her car.

JAKE
Come on, Cooper.  Come on, boy...

Cooper sits in the passenger seat.  He tilts his head and 
looks at Jake, but doesn’t move.

Jake nods his head and rubs Cooper’s ears.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Okay...it’s okay, boy.

Jake hugs Cooper and then closes the car door.

Jake turns to walk back to his car.

CAROLINE
Are you okay?

JAKE
Yeah...I’m okay.

Caroline gets into her car and closes the door.  

INT. BRYANTS’ KITCHEN - NIGHT141 141

Jake sits on the floor, eating Chinese take-out.  He looks at 
Cooper’s food dish and then looks at the missing dog sign on 
the refrigerator.

He laughs a little at himself.
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INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, LAB AREA - DAY142 142

Caroline and Trey wait on test results.

TREY
So you stole the man’s dog?  

CAROLINE
I didn’t steal him.  

TREY
Doc, you are never gonna get a 
boyfriend, are you?

She ignores him as she views the test results.

TREY (CONT’D)
Aren’t you gonna say, love 
stinks...you don’t need a man to 
make your life complete...

She takes the test results and walks away.

TREY (CONT’D)
Nothing?

INT. BRYANT’S KITCHEN - DAY143 143

Jake and Janice pack dishes into boxes. 

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, LAB AREA - DAY144 144

Trey walks a dog to an exam room.  They pass Caroline who 
stands against a wall holding a phone to her ear.

CAROLINE
Hey, Jake...it’s um Caroline...I 
was going to take Cooper to the 
park this afternoon, and I’d just 
thought I’d invite you...that you 
might want to see Cooper...just 
give me a call.

She hangs up the phone and then turns around to see Trey 
standing behind her.

Trey smiles at her.

TREY
Bit of advice, Doc.
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CAROLINE
Stop it...

TREY
No, when you leave a voice mail, 
you just say call me back and then 
give your name and number.  

CAROLINE
I rambled huh?

TREY
Just a little bit.

EXT. BRYANTS’ HOME, FRONT YARD - EVENING145 145

Jake sits on the front steps as a REALTOR hammers a “For 
Sale” sign into the ground.

EXT. PARK - AFTERNOON146 146

Caroline walks Cooper through the park, alone.  She stops to 
look at a couple walking hand in hand.  Cooper pulls her on.

CAROLINE
Okay, okay.

INT. JAKE’S BEDROOM - DAY147 147

The furniture has been moved out.  The room is bare with the 
exception of a few boxes.

Jake picks up a frisbee and a ball.  He packs them into a box 
along with Cooper’s old food dishes.

INT. CAROLINE’S KITCHEN - NIGHT148 148

Caroline sits alone at the table, eating.  Cooper walks in 
and nibbles on the remains of his dinner.  He licks the last 
few crumbs from the food dish.

Caroline stands and carries her plate to the sink.  She 
stoops down and pets and scratches Cooper.

CAROLINE
Where is he, Cooper?  He never even 
returned my message.  

She sits on the floor and holds his head in her lap.
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CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Should I call him again?

Cooper barks.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
I’m gonna take that as a no.

EXT. BRYANTS’ HOME, FRONT YARD - DAY149 149

A “Sold” sign hangs over the “For Sale” sign like a proud 
banner.  Caroline’s car pulls into the driveway.  

She and Cooper get out and walk to the front door.  A key box 
hangs from the door knob.  She lifts it and then drops it.  
She knocks on the door, and then looks in the front window.  

The house is empty.  All the furniture is gone.  

Caroline looks at Cooper.

She sits on the front step.  Cooper sits next to her.  She 
wipes her eyes as the tears start to form.

CAROLINE
This is ridiculous.  Look at me.  

She dries her eyes.  Cooper licks her face and then sits back 
and groans.

INT. ANIMAL HOSPITAL, LAB AREA - DAY150 150

Caroline sits at the counter, staring, somber.

Trey walks out of an exam room carrying a chart.

TREY
The new puppy in exam two, height 
and weight look good.  Blood work 
came back normal...Hello?

CAROLINE
Yeah.

TREY
You okay?  

Caroline shakes her head.
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CAROLINE
It’s fine.  He’s just moving on, 
that’s all.

TREY
The dog?

CAROLINE
No, the guy.

TREY
Oh...

Trey sets the chart onto the counter and leans into her.

TREY (CONT’D)
And you’re just gonna let him...

CAROLINE
We weren’t in a relationship.

TREY
Maybe not, but it was the closest 
thing to a relationship I’ve ever 
seen you in.

She takes the chart from him.

CAROLINE
Blood work came back normal?

TREY
Yeah.

She carries the chart toward the exam room.

TREY (CONT’D)
Why are you such a coward?

She stops at the door, but doesn’t turn back or respond.  She 
opens the door.  Trey walks behind her toward the exam room.

INT. EXAM ROOM - CONTINUOUS151 151

As Caroline opens the door, we see Jake standing there 
holding a small puppy.

Caroline quickly closes the door behind her, closing Trey out 
in the hall.

CAROLINE
Hey.
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JAKE
Hey.

CAROLINE
Who’s this?

JAKE
This is Hank...Hank Junior.

CAROLINE
After the country singer?

Jake laughs.

Caroline holds the puppy.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Oh he’s adorable.  

She holds him up so they’re nose to nose.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Look at you, little Hank.

Her eyes fill with tears.  She gives Hank Jr back to Jake and 
quickly dries her eyes.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
I went by your place...

JAKE
I moved.  Hank and I, we got a 
place just outside the city...a 
fresh start.  

CAROLINE
I could use one of those.

JAKE
How’s Cooper?

CAROLINE
He’s great.  

JAKE
Do you have any plans after work?

CAROLINE
No, you should come by and see 
him...
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JAKE
Well actually I was thinking you 
and I could maybe go get a coffee 
or something.

CAROLINE
Okay...yeah...coffee...just us.

JAKE
Yeah.

CAROLINE
We can take it slow...

JAKE
What?

CAROLINE
The coffee...we’ll sip it... 
slowly.

JAKE
Well, I’ll pick you up here then.

CAROLINE
Great.  

He smiles.  She opens the exam room door.  

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, RECEPTION AREA - 152 152
CONTINUOUS

Trey and Nita quickly move away from the door and act busy.

Jake carries the puppy to the reception area to pay.

Caroline slaps Trey’s arm as they walk back into the exam 
room.

EXT. COFFEE SHOP - NIGHT153 153

Jake and Caroline laugh and talk as they sip coffee.

EXT. DOWNTOWN SIDEWALK - NIGHT154 154

Jake and Caroline walk away from the coffee house.  They talk 
as they walk down the city street.
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EXT. PARK - DAY155 155

Jake and Caroline walk through the park arm in arm, leash in 
each hand.  Baxter and Hank Jr both walk at the same slow 
pace.  

Cooper runs circles around them.  He stops and drops a ball 
at Jake’s feet.  Jake throws the ball.  Cooper chases after 
it.

INT. JAKE’S NEW KITCHEN - EVENING156 156

Jake puts slices of pizza on a plate.  He hands the plate to 
Caroline.  She carries it to the table and sits. 

Jake fixes his own plate.  He walks past her and sits on the 
floor next to Hank Junior’s food dishes.

JAKE
Care to join me?

She smiles at him curiously.

JAKE (CONT’D)
You have to eat on the floor.  It’s 
a tradition.  Cooper and I started 
it.

She picks up her plate and sits on the floor next to Jake.  

JAKE (CONT’D)
Abby and Gabe would’ve loved this, 
eating on the floor...

Hank Junior sniffs at Caroline’s plate.  He paws at the pizza 
as she lifts the plate out of his reach.  He then turns to 
Jake and attempts to steal pizza from his plate.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Hank doesn’t quite have the hang of 
this tradition yet.  

Jake pushes Hank’s food dish close to him.

JAKE (CONT’D)
Eat your food.

He scoots Hank toward his food dish, but Hank just turns back 
around and goes after the pizza.

CAROLINE
I’m sure he’ll get it eventually.
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INT. CAROLINE’S KITCHEN - MORNING157 157

Caroline, wearing a robe, pours dog food into two dishes.  
She then sits on the floor with a bowl of oatmeal.

CAROLINE
Baxter!  Cooper!  Breakfast!

Baxter walks in and eats from his dish.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Cooper!

She sets her oatmeal on the counter and looks around for 
Cooper.

INT. CAROLINE’S LIVING ROOM - CONTINUOUS158 158

Caroline walks through the room looking for Cooper.

CAROLINE
Cooper?

INT. CAROLINE’S BEDROOM - CONTINUOUS159 159

She leans in the doorway and looks around.

INT. CAROLINE’S LIVING ROOM - CONTINUOUS160 160

She sits on the sofa.  The cat jumps up and sits next to her.

CAROLINE
Well I guess that’s that.  
Hmm...

She pets the cat.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
I guess it was time for him to move 
on.

INT. CAROLINE’S LIVING ROOM - LATER161 161

Jake sits on the sofa next to Caroline.

JAKE
You sure you’re okay?

She nods.
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CAROLINE
We both knew this day would come.  
At least I did.  You still think he 
was just a dog?

JAKE
I don’t think any dog is just a 
dog.

She smiles.

CAROLINE
You’re right.  

JAKE
But, yeah...he’s pretty 
extraordinary.

INT. HILL COUNTRY ANIMAL HOSPITAL, RECEPTION AREA - DAY162 162

Nita prints out a “Missing Dog” flyer with Cooper’s picture 
on it.  She takes it from the printer.

Trey and Caroline walk out, turning off the lights.

NITA
Doc, I made this for you.  Just in 
case you change your mind.

CAROLINE
Nita, I’ve already explained to you 
that he’s not missing.  He’s just 
moved on.

NITA
But he could be hurt somewhere...

TREY
Nita, let it go.  You gotta trust 
Doc on this one.

Nita frowns.

CAROLINE
Fine, I’ll just take it.  I’ll 
think about it.

Nita smiles as Caroline takes the flyer.
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INT. JAKE’S NEW KITCHEN - DAY163 163

Caroline hangs the flyer on his refrigerator next to the 
other flyer.  She looks at both.

Jake carries in Chinese take-out.

INT. JAKE’S NEW KITCHEN - LATER164 164

Jake and Caroline sit on the floor eating Chinese.  Little 
Hank continues to try and steal their food.
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